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INTRODUCTIOK

The title of this report on human xights abuse in the frontier areas
of Burma, "I Am Still Alive®, comes from the account of a villager
who survived forced labor, beatings and abuse as a porter for the

Burmese Army. His story, included in this report, is typical of a
pattern of abuses committed by the Burmese Army in the frontier areas,
This report is composed of findings of a guestionnaire survey
undertaken in August, 1986, The intent of the survey was to obtain
general informaticn about the types of human rights abuses occurring
in the frontier areas, and the scale on which they were happening
during the period 1983-1986.

Historically, numerous ethnic groups, civilizations and tribes have
coexisted in the land the map now shows as Burma, There was constant
friction between these different groups, often leading to war. During
the British colonial pericd, these conflicts did not cease, but were
heightened by economic and political factors. When the Japanese
invaded Burma during the Second World War, most Burmese supported
the Japanese, while other ethnic groups (such as the Karen and
Kachin) fought them, suppcrting the Allies. Tndependence was granted
Burma after the Second World War, and the Burmese geined the upper
hand in the new government. There was conflict between the Burmese
in power and the non-Burmese ethnic groups. Rebel armies arose from
the non-Burmese groups and from political factions such as the
Communist Party.

Ever since Burma's -Independence came in 1948, & war of atitrition heas
been fought between the Burmese government and a variety of opposition
forces. In 1962, a military strongman, General Ne Win, took over the
government, and he has remained in power to this day. Ne Win instituted
a system called "The Burmese Way of Socialism™, which has been
characterized by economic stagnation, isolationism, and abrogation

of the rights guaranteed in Burma's Independence Constitution.

Autenomy granted to non-Burmese frontier groups such as the Shan

énd Karenni in the Constitution was denied. There was institutionalized
discrimination against non-Burmese ethnic groups such as urban

Chinese and Indians, and Arakanese Moslems, Organized political

dissent was outlawed, and the press was heavily censored. It has

been estimated that Burma has had scme 8,000 political prisoners

since 1962. Political prisoners and insurgents have been tortured.



As the insurgents' war against the Burmese government continues,
there are thousands of casualties each year in the frontier areas.
Burmese military abuse of civilians arigses from the frustrations of
their presence in the hostile frontier areas, and the need to control
the non-Burmese populaticn by any means available., These abuses

give the rebel groups a motivation to continue fighting, to protect
the non-Burmese population against the military occupation forces.
The rebel groups have been guilty of human rights abuses, themselves.
Eowever, these abuses have been limited by the rebels! dependence on
the good will of the frontier people, and in most Iinstance by their
genuine regard for the frontier peoples' welfare, Human rights abuses
by the Burmese government and military occur on a much greater scale,
and appear to take &n ingtitutionalized form &s campaigns of terror

in the border areas. Therefore, this report deals with abuses
committed by the Burmese government and military, and uses rebel
group members as information sources,

Most of the human rights sbuses recounted in the survey are Burmese
military abuses of civilians: forced labor, sexual abuse, torture,
theft, and destruction of proper¥y. Throughout this long war, the
Burmese military has showed severe disregard for the safety of
non-~combatants in the frontier areas. Perception of the non-Burmese
people as inferior and primitive may account for this type of abuse,
ag may the examples of cruelty in warfare set by ancient Burmese kings
and Japanese occupation forces. A new and significant development,

not mentioned in the survey, has been the Burmese government's use

of 2,4-D herbicide and spraying aircraft (donated by a U,.,S. anti-narcotices
program) in a way that endangers hill tribe people in the nerth of
Burma. The Burmegse have attempted a "strategic hamlet" strategy,
confining villages suspected of insurgent support te guarded camps,
and this zlso accounts for abuse of civilians.

For further background on the frontier insurgency, its ca8uses  gnd
profiles of groups invelved, please see the Project Maje situation
report Burma Frontier Insurgency, or Burma, A Country Study (Frederica
Bunge, ed. Washington: American University Press/U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1983).




Burma's isgclation and neutrality have served to conceal the pattern
of human rights abuse  from the scrutiny of the rest of the world.
Journalists and other investigators are barred frem Burma. There has
been very little reporting on human rights abuses in Burma, and so
the pattern continues. This report is not a detailed investigation of
human rights abuses. It is simply an alert to the fact that there is
a widespread and serious pattern of abuse in Burma. This report
Serves as am alarm bell to ghow rights investigators where to look
for more information, and what types of abuse should be protested,

"I am still alive™ ig like the cry for help of a miner trapped in a
cave-in. You might not have known that the miner was still alive in
there, in mortal danger, before he cried out -- but once ¥ou have
heard his cry for help, you must try to rescue him. Very few pecple
in the outside world are aware of the rlight of the frontier pecple
of Burma, but once you read their accounts, you must try to help themn
survive,

Edith T, Mirante
September 23, 13886
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Purpose, Scope and Method

Thie human rights survey was = qualitative research study, seeking

to obtain information on human rights abuses in the frontier areas

of Burma which occured during the period 1983%-1986, The guestionnaire
covered the following types of human rights abuse: )

1. Military abuse: using ecivilians for forced labor, taking
civilians hostage or purposely endangering lives of civilians,
committing criminal acts against civilians (non-combatants),

2. Imprisonment: imprisoning someone without charges, or without
trial; impriscning someone for non-violent expression of political
beliefs, or because of their ethnic identitys torturing prisoners.

3. Civil Rights: denying rights cor benefits (such as education; health

care, representation, trade) because of ethnic group or religion;
suppressing religious practices, cultural expression, language,

A copy of the instructions provided with the gquestionnaire ran be
found at the end of this report., The survey was two pages, plus &
rage of instructions. The survey was mailed out in late July, 1986,
with instructions to return the completed surveys by September, 1986
for inclusion in this report, Survey information received after the
deadline for this report will be distributed separately.

’

About thirty five questionnaires were sent cut., About twenty were
questionnaires for "opposition members" —- People involved in the
insurgency against the Burmese government, About fifteen were sent

to observers -- Journalists, Western academics, ete,, with knowledge
about the insurgency, Less than one third o+ the surveys were returned
in time to be included in this report, Two factors account for the
fairly low rate of return: 1. bad weather, transport difficulties,
etc., in the war zone on the Burma/Thailand border. 2. Most of the
"obgservers" declined +o respond, stating that their information would
be too "second hand" to be useful.

The lack of width of the survey sample was made up for by the depth of
the replies. The respondents Provided detailed accounts of events,
with names, places, and statistics, The guestions about military

abuse were most often answered, in great detzil. The gquestions about
civil rights were least answered, as many respondents considered that
& political or philosophical question, and not confined +o the peried
1983-1386,



The questionnaires for "observers" and "participants™ were exactly

the same, except for personal informaticn at the beginning. #0Observers"
were asked for "capacity in which you observe the Burma political
situation/insurgency", and for 'mationality", "Participants" ("Opposition
members") were asked for "Military rank or government position if any"
and '"member of which organization opposed to Burmese Government, if any",
as well as "place of birth" and "ethnic group". Since the guestionnaires
were interchangeable, some respondents who might be classified as
participants used observer quegtionnaires,

Many of the respondents did not fill out the questionnaires, but

sent other forms of material in response to the survey. Some very
detailed reports were sent instead of, or as supplements to, the
guestionnaires themselves. In some cases, respondents went ocut and
interviewed victims or witnesses of abuse, In other cases, respondents
provided records of human rights abuse that had been compiled by
various opposition organizations.

A1l of the guestionnaires and supplementary material received by

the report deadline are reproduced in this report. They are reproduced
exactly as received, except in a few cases where personal information
is deleted. The questionnaires all were sent to people who are fluent

in English (usually as a second or third language), Among ethnie groups
represented were the Karen, Shan, Karenni and Kachin,



. Vi T
Summary of Findings ﬁkh;

A brief summary of each survey response follows, The survey responses
are reproduced in their entirety at the end of this report,.

1. "Pu Xaren" (Karen): Porters, forced labor., Villagers held hostage
for rice production. Nine mine workers shot by Burmese troops. Two
villages burnt dcwn, three people killed, one wounded, Ethniec languages
not taught in Burma, Christian students and teachers used as porters
for Burmese Army. ‘

2, "K2%; Church pastor forced to guide Burmese trocps. Villager shot
by soldiers, Village headman and villager toriured, killed, Seven
villagers killed, Military government, noc representation for States,
Government languwage is Burmese,

3. Report sent by Mr, Jen Lomethong (Kachin): Two people tortured
and killed, November 1983. Villager killed, widespread lecoting,
December 1984, (report includes other decumentation of abuge of
civilians preceding 1983 period).

4, hbel Tweed {Kayah,Karenni Resigtance Government): Civilian forced
labor, 600 used as porters by Burmese regiments., 60 porters were
tortured, killed, missing. Person taken hostage, tortured, held for
ransomy by Burmese regiment, Two civilians killed by Burmese regiment.
Civilian killed by Burmese regiment, Civilian raped and killed;
civilian tortured and killed by Burmese regiment. Three persons
imprisoned for three years without charges or trial, Three persons
captured, tortured, beaten; one of whom died, Ungualified teachers
sent to Kayah State., Missionary clergy expelled and missionary schools
nationalized by Burmese.

>. Human Rights Committee for Non-Burman Nationalities (material

sent by Mika Rolley, Committee chairman; includes Committee report
with photographs, excerpt from article written by Harold E, Klein
dated July 15, 1986, and testimony by SawK'Lee dated February 4, 1986):
Villager abused as porter. Rice farms burned. Food sold to prisoners,
Village leocoted, Women and children used to sweep for land mines.
Groups of villagers used to explode mines. Villager shot and killed.
Account of "strategic hamlet": forced labor, beatings, robbery, torture,
Destruction of villages, farms burned. Moslem Imman beaten, Villagers
used¢ as front line porters., Buddhist monastery defaced by Burmese
troops, Refugee situation,(Xlein) Account by villager who survived
forced labor: beatings, weak and sick kilied, insufficient food.
Account of porter, Account of porter: beatings.Account of porter:
beatings, killing, village burned., (H.E.C. report) Account of
survivor of Burmese captivity: village burned, forced labor as

porters, womén has miscarriasge, orders to shoot rorters if fighting
starts. List of livestock and rice crop lost by villagers, {Saw K'lee)



6. Saw Benny Htoo (accounts collected at Three Pagodas Pass area):
Village loocted and destroyed, Village boy wouhded. Fleeing villagers
shot at, one killed. Headman's wife and children taken away and held
for ransom.. Village and rice erops destroyed. Bxecution of civilian
miners (also see report 1, "py Karen'), torture and execution of
Xaren soldier, Forged rice production guotas. Village attacked,-

rice crop destroyed, village elders iterrogated and tortured. Wives
and children of Karen soldiers beaten, and taken away (still missing).
Group of three Christian ministers captured in Burma, money seized,
kept in prison for four months without trial,

7. Sai Myo Win: Abuses of civilisans by military ongoing situation.
Burmese soldiers abducted and sexually abused girl, confiscated
items and money from village. (page 2 left blank). Report from
Tailand Revolutionary Council (Shan orgénization}; Three villagers
killed, robberies, beatings.

8. Philippa Curwen (British): children forced to carry water for
Burmese soldiers, Villagers forced to work as porters, forced to
wear uniformg and walk in front of Burmese troops "as cannon-foddert,
Villager' beatan and imprisoned for refusal to work as porter, then
rangomed, Villagers who refused to be porters beaten. Shans refused
admittance to University because of ethnic identity. Students
forbidden to speak Shan, Person arrested for teaching Shan seript.
Report from Tailand Revolutionary Council: Shan monk arrested by
Burmese troops, tortured, beaten, property seized (still in
detention), Villagers forced to work as porters, village girls
sexually abused and beaten. Shan monk arrested and tortured,

said %o have escaped but still missing, Villager tortured,

Villages fieed. on:'with mortars, property confiscated. Soldiers

took money and chickens at villages, (ne villager killed, one
villager wounded. Village headman's house looted and burned,

ten children taken from village, Village rice crop and houses
burned, villagers beaten. Soldiers burned houses, beat villagers,
Porter, village headman, and villagers beaten. Property and

money taken from villagers. Thirty four villagers beaten. Property
confiscated from a villager,

9. Aye Saung (communique from political crganization, The People's
Liberation Front of Burma): Lack of freedom in Burma. Military
Intelligence Service power. Secret prisons in military bases,
detainment, Villages "devastated by government anii-insurgent
operations", forced labor,

PR
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ate 22. 8. 96 .

HUMAK RIGHTS SURVEY (observer) Date LA
Hame Pit kKAREN. - -
iddress THREE PRGODA_ PSS . Kaegnd Staze . (Guema D)

KA TDOLE |. '
Date of birth Sex KALE . Nationality _kaAerent.
Profession WA DERE R .

Capacity in which you observe the Burma political sitwation/ingurgency:

-

BO YOU KJOW Ol ANY TINES DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS (1983-1986) WHEN
ThE BURMESE GCVERNMENT OR MILITARY FORCES HAVE COMMITTED ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING ABUSES? IF 30, PLEASE SPECIFY WHEN AND WHERE IT HAPPENED,
AND WHO WAS INVCLVED.

-1. Hilitary atuses:
a) Tging ci-ilians for forced ‘lator
Porrens oF TUE BurmMESE ARFMY ARE ALL Foreep LABoURERS. BeFore tA70, forter:
WERE GIVEN 3. k¥aTs AnD A FEW PYAS PER DAY. pNont N monEY 45 &ivErd) ApiD-
emEeTIMEMWER L 0R Sl LAZOURE RS ALE LEFT or RBeaTeEenl OR KiLLED .

L) Taking civilian rostages, or purpesely endangering lives of civiliansg
Wier vittaqEes oF mMANY VILLAGE § DId algT MAVE ErdouaH  PADDY For econ-
SvmPTiorN, AND ONAZLE TO SELL To THE GovERNMENT AT THE KEATE AMD Amoond 7
FIte© &y TUE GOVERNMEMNT |, VItLAGE 4L DERS AnD wWOmEn FOLK S WERE HELD
AL HOSTALES UMNTIL THWE Lord DITIONS 6F TUE Gousrzmmem‘.‘ WEXE BuLlLFItLteED AT
THE ExPENSEL ©F Tde VIULAGERS -« THIS S0RT of AeTiond Took pPLACE SCmeE Tumg
FEOM 1978 1P To ndowl M THE KARE nl STATE 1M YA TomnNSHIP ,
c) Commitiing criminal acts azsinst civilians {non-combatarts)
Duaine THER ANY Seasond OF 1G8S, 9. Larovrers oF Tde cHindE QETHNEEN

MAE -kA-SAT amD THREE PAGEOA PAss . YILLAGES wWEZE SHUT DEAD By
THE GvamESE  AmyY SoLDIERS .
OM Amp Atound gJuse 20, 1986,  TWo viAGEes( AN AnD MAE-NOR- AT

IMDIAN VILLRGE oF Karen S$TOTE, KANTHOOLE! D WELE Burmi Dowrl. ONG wWoman
AND To Mend WEZE LILED. ANOTUGR MaN 45€APED RBY FibuTiNG 4 SOLDIER, AuD
STIL ANOTHER mMAN EscAPed WITH A BLIGHT euT on K nEcl o



2, Imprisonment:

a) Imprisoning someone without charges, or without trial

k) Imprisoning someone for non-viclent expression of political beliefs,
or because of their ethnic identity

¢) Torturing prisoners

3., Civil Rights:

a) Denying rights or benefits (such as education, health care,

representation, trade) because of ethnic group or religion
Mo PeivATE SeHoor

15 TOULHT

5 ALcwW ED To L& opPeneED AMD pdo 2THAME ANGUALC
IN SQovEirAMENT SeHooL

N BYrMA . So £THMNIL LAnGUAGES Are
GeprovALLY FADWG .

" b) Suppressing religious prectices, cultural expression, ilanguage

[ 1985 DuRinf(x THE RAINY SERScoA, €18l 2edHool TEALHERS AmD STUDEMTS
OF MYARMN VILLAGE, KAREMN STRTE, WERLE MA DE To ¢ARRY T inlh5 FTor THE
deny . 6UT WE nNEver HEARZD ©F &uDDIST momk! PUPILS 2E (nity

4n D
MADE TO SERVE THE ALmy As

PoeteR S .

MAII, THIS SURVEY TO: PROJECT MAJE, 14 DARTMOUTE RD.,, CRANFORD, N.J,

07016, U,5,A, (AIRMAIL)
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HUMAN RIGHTS SURVEY (observer) Date
Xame K -
address TR PAGE DA Pdss .

KanTuoolel. (CKAEEA STATE
Date of birth Sex Nationality
FProfession :

Capacity in which you observe the Burma political gsituation/insurgency:

-

DO YOU XNOW OF ANY TINMES DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS (1983-1986) WHEN
ThHZ ZURMESE GOVERNMENT OR MILITARY FORCES HAVE COMMITTED ANY QF THE
FOZLLOWING ABUSZS? IF 5C, PLEASE 3PECIFY WHEN AND WHERE IT HAPPENED,

AND WHO WAS ISVOLVED,

1. Military abusen:
=) Tsing ci~ilians for forced labor
ONE  FPAtTOR oF A 2upisTigan eHUZed 1N FALMEE-LE T ,VILLAGE, Efeend
STATE, WAL FeReED TOBE A GUIDE 44 LEAD THE RURMESE TeoePo o
Kygik Donl , N Tugs £AINY SE4send of 198, WAS ALouT 0 BE WLED®
bu7 WE MARNAGE D  To E52B PE wWiTw s ) FEE ., -

aking civiiian hesiages, or purposely endangering iives of civilians

¢} Tommitting crimingl acts against civilians (non-combatants)

Qine Karen, mab, named Fhing Kyaw, age aboul 3g married,wdk a s:}:k(rmqnanf’.
~wdde @ boor helt- side cultive loy el %ice Kya Dk wWal m—dLQﬁft in. TALAW town-
. .jj,_ Mergui district was shot dead us heo Rouse wilkout ang a[pc.-.s‘han/h‘ a soldecy
v 012~cmmﬁma4 e% Bo r"!)w Lewin eohe Ban haed abat Hi dotkers vouik h”m/_{_@n
time on Febrary 1986 . Bo (Y(z;o-[.uifn, ond hio so)diers were Pnﬁad in TaL&W
..’foww,_[rkrgmb Kish (o, to Pock aqler the cohele. '_fmfs%o}.gf gﬁ L;T\F.'. :
v Ona K‘""—'-“/) ""l.if»’@'J namesl _Pyuf E‘J: Q@ V‘tl‘-" aGe. ”Qa_oﬁmw' Kee Neg {d'.f?/wt’_d’fﬂﬁg
aqe over A0 Yeans wm ordered b Bo ]Myoixo:w meet fum o Kya bE
Wai villeqe | where be came Wtk howch, potdiers . Headman TGu To
wortd ascordingly © meet fvin coeompaniek a villzgex, o Kavean, age abul
20 6t A0, MHe wzo scked @bof Karew "nsur’qeat He bt 120 m'fb Lk“n hak .
he hao ne hews i bun . Boll ﬁu, Fo! end ki 4o Nower weretaken & Na
Dauwvg, e bk vellage, and feifled ./‘R,u’ o' hdd s neck cwefj P -
hfn ,‘ff”mfr_‘s“_l)lc_‘s _ ﬁbh@p,cl oty T, Geok ’rlm _dxuw;v_%;._ﬁk asld seadtn.
w2 1984 ‘ _ o :
+ Gue e, e e mondc of August 1984, B Mye Lwin wend & €
K eren Uc"tnq-e) KA~ WE R (x.sdent) wlk @hocet ok sofdiess . ,
ke o;’"mf.. W o7 g ey she 4 Fal'dw w Mevguc hiof There he
mel seven kar&qulqers. e @shed one thome hawied awng UYr
Shon aboult Karen msurq’cfn(;. Re )Lg}:ldcrf he ded net” Rnoar. the ofhers
__alsp l&':'lwd fhe some . AL Seven Were shot Fead . o l](;__s’;o',t -
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2. Imprisconment:

a) Imprisoning somecne without charges, or without trisl

b} Imprisoning someone for neon-violent expression of politicel beliefs,
or becauce of their ethnic identity

¢) Torturing priscners

3. Civil Rights:
a} Denying rights or benefits (such as education, health care,
representation, trade) because of ethnic group or religion
ALl mpsT ALl MBMRERS ©F THE ERECUTIVE COmMmITTEE OF THE CEMTRAL
GovEZNMenT Agg EITHER Mititdry OFFICERS OR RETIRGD ™MLITARY SFERIEERS §
HENEE 17 18 A muviacy Goucenr miEnT OVNMDER A mMiLiTaey DieTAToe .
NATDMAL STATES GOVERNIMENT (N BUemA ARG oLy 1w NAME . ACTuALLY,
IT 16 THE NIOAMIINEE OF THE CEMNTRAL QoIERNMEMT WHo RULES TRE 2TA4TE .
b} Suppressing religious practices, cultural expression, Language
TRE LANEUAGE wSED Ind THE sTaTE GoveEerImMEMNT 18 Bueméese,
AnD THE ETdnlie LANGUAGES DsAPPEAR GRADVARLLY

MAIL THIS SURVEY TO: PROJECT MAJE, 14 DARTMOUTH RD., CRAKFORD, N.J.
07016, U,S.A. (AIRMAIL)
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OnUgoiiAﬁL DA NAT TOWNSHIP, HUKAWNG DISTRICT :
March, 1979, a pa%rol _ .
of the B6tH ' party of platoon str
Plone. onee iugma Regiment, Da Nai town, proceeded to sn:ngth
SLen . >sted Capt. Kum Ba Bawk Naw (retd. KIA) -
er punssessing millione of Kyats be id: Py o
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Hohatny oo :as arrested by tbg Burmans and took him to EAA
— tie; hfor interrogation. During interrogation tk :
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s r+September 22, 1979.

TORTURES TO DEATH : N J )
In July, 1979, Maj. Kolbﬁﬁ Gyl of 37th Bu.ma Regiment
arrested Mr. La Chyung gam, a Murrh hunter.
tim tied. Then, the victim's
em and forced him to eat his
1iced bit by bit and
nto his bleeding

stuffed into

Teng Hpre Town.
The -barbarous Major made the vic
ears were cut off and roasted th

own ears., Afterwards, the victim was s

e of salt and pepper were then rubbed I
Just pefore the victim digd he XEXBEXHE wWas

thrown into the river Mali Hka.
e same town, on

mlxtur
body.
a gunny bag and was
This same Major,
November 11, 1981, arrested Mr.
Village, N Haw Kawng Township,

the victim alive to death. _
On November 14, 1983, mmother victim of this Major,

Mr., N Lam Sut and Shing Rei Zauw Ra, Sata Pu Town, Myitkyina
Township, were smoked to death over the Camp Fire.

Kmxxéﬁ§3$$XNxKX¥$$ZXﬂuxgxmmu¥$xngaﬁxzunasu&xﬁ&mxthx
Hknngxﬁunxxadxﬂxxxﬂkanuxxnxxinixﬂawxinwnxandxkunngaxxhamxaxxxn

in the same unit, at th
" Lang Naw la, Pan Lawang Yang

Sum Pra Bum District, burned

contd...>
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f -Ef‘ On January 10, 1982, this ﬁajor arrested Mr. La Maw ng
SamNaw, Myitkyina Town, Mr. Htiné nan Naw, N Jip village —and
Mr, La Htaw Awng, Myitkyina Town; and tortured them to d;ath
after pulling out their eyes and slicing them. .
On Jeanuary 15, 1982, the same Major repeated his barbafous
;rimz 3y burning alive Mr. Dap Lum, Mr, Hkong Lum and Hr, Hkawng
e of Woi . On April P !
of N Jang7$g ship ere ai;e:izibir;hza2§mca$ ?nd N rang o
. e Major. All of them
were done to death after being sliced. To cover up this
extraordinarily inhuman torture to death and massacres, all
the victims' corpses were thrown into the river Mali H;a.

What is more, this terrorist Maj. Ko lay Gyl raped
hundreds of Shan and Kachin girls whomsoever he chose when he
was posted at KAI THIK POST taking advantage of its location
on the main road of the Nam Hkem-Bha Mo cities where thousands
of travellers arxe move to and fro.

RAPING TO DEATH :

On December 29, 1974, the 48th Burmese Army Regiment
sneaked into the Yang Bum Track, -Shi Yang Bum village, Moh
Nyin District. The Burmese arrested Mwxx Ma Rip Hkawn (aged 29)
and La Hpal Ja nan{aged 15). These B
A . urmese
to:gggth::j i se soldiers raped them

R LN UE NN A

TN

BURMESE COMAANDO RAID ON THE 253 UNIT, JAPY TOWN ON inz
|

INTERNATIONAL HIGHWAY : i
On December 12, 1984, thatiterror creator Burmese
Commandosx, e hundred strong, Commanded by iaj. Kyaw Win of
the 29th Burmese Regiment 1aunchéd an attack on the KIA Post
at Japu Town, eastern provinbe. 'he battle began at 2.30 a.m.
With God on the side of the KachIns, the enemy attack broke
down at 9.30 a.m. and the Burmes% troops disinte?rated and
ran away. The KIA captured 17 au omatic rifles, % 2% one 2"
tk 16 priscners of war. The

Mortar, one wireless set, and to
KIA, on the other hand, sacrifired two soldiers. All the
prisoners were treated very wellP given medical treatment,
and then set free, But these merceneries arrested two peasants
Pa Lai La and La si Tu., La &l ! managed to escape with some
bullet injuries through his leiwand thigh. Unfortunately, Pa
Lai La could not escape and was beaten to death, The terror

- ereator Burmese soldiers also 1 oted , snatched money, chickens,
clothings and rations from the Qublic that happened to be on
their way back. The looted propdrties amountd to about five
hundred thousand Kyats.-Such un#old tortures and massacres

uld number more than thousands.
For such extraordinarily inhuman tortures to death and

massacres unleashed by the terrérized Burmese troops, the

untold sufferings of the peopleiof Kachinland is termed as

follows &~ I
contd...l
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HUMAN RIGHTS SURVEY (Opposition member) ‘Date__20th August 1986.

Name © _Abel Tweed

Address

Dato of birth 28th Jan 1945 Tlace of birth ;aikaw‘(‘laygah State )
Ethnic group__ r _ Kayah Sex Male o
Profesaion Freedom Fighter i

3

Military rank or government position, if any -

Member of which organlzation opposed to Burmese Government, any

Member of harennl Resistance Governmen&

DO YOU XNOW OF ANY TIMES DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS (1983~ 1936)
WHEN THE BURMESE GOVERNMENT OR MILITARY FORCES HAVE COMMITEL ANY
OF THE FOLLOWING ABUSES ? IF S0, PLEASE SPECIFY WHEN AND WHERT
HAPPENED, AND WIIO WAS INVOLVED,

1, Military sbuses: .
(a) Using civilians for forcsd labor » During the month of April Iyss
Burmese regiments of 72, 54,and 102 leaded by FPene lyint launched
Lay lah aumg operstion in the esster of Karenni (Eaysh State), Tney
- captured and forced 600 civilians as portes harshly for iwo months.

After two months 60 of portes were tortured ,killed and missed in -
Jungle, .
(b ) Teking civilian hotages, or nurposelv endagering livas of
civilians 5
12 rpril 1986 g Pale-was taking as hostage when he was fighing in

Salween river. Then he was tortured and brought back to Loikaw capitol
of Kayah State, by Burmese.54 »egiment under the commsnder Soe Min,
Later his family has to give 5000 ks, to free him,

(¢} Cormitting eriminal mects agalnst civilians (non-combatants)
On March 1984 Manuel and Palu were robbed and shot to dead ‘beside

Pu river in esster of Kaysh State by Burmese regiment of 72 under
commander of Nyo Win. On March 1985 Arkuk was shot to dead by the
Burmese 48 regiment in Mawchi southorn of Kayah.On August I986 Teemo
was raped and then killed by Burmese 54 regiment under the commander
of Boe Myint, ,at the same time Dz Reyh was tortured end cruelly -
killed by the same regiment and the s-me comm-nder.



h'S

2+ Irprisomment:

(a) Irprisoning soneonc without charpos, or withiut trial

On November I984 Mg Heigh ,Shay Reh =nd saw Aye Too wefe Imprimoned
{3) years without charges nor trial.

(b) Irprisoning someone for non-violent exprossion of political
baliefs, or boceuss of thoir sthmie identity

- -

(¢} Torturing prisoners

On Hay I984 Martino ,Jonhaon and Arthur were captured put into the
"Jail. They were given electric shock kicked and beaten. Later they
were tied up side down: on head in whole night. Martino was died in
the j=il nexi mpwming by Burmese 72 regiment under qommandér Nyo Win,
3, Civil Righta: )
() Denying rights.or bonefits (such as oducation, hoalth carc,
represontation, tradc) booauss of otlinic group or rolizimn
Sending unqualified teachers to teach in Kaysh State.So that students
covldn't learn properly and could not enjoy for further study,

-

(b} Suppressing religious practices, eultural oxpression,lemvsaso

‘Expelled all missionaryrclergy and nationalized 2ll missionary
school,

IAIL THI3 SURVEY TO: PROJECT. FAJE, 14 DARTMOUTH RD,, CRANFORD,N,J,

07016, U.S.A. { AIRFAIL)
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE for Non-Burman Nationalitiss

P.0.Box, 118 Chiang Mai, 50,000, whailand

To,

Project: MA JE

14 Dartmouth Road,
Cramford, N.Y. 07016
U.SeA.

Subject: The Human Rights Servey Information

rlease firnd two items enclosed. They are:-

'« The numan Rights Committee {Burma) reporis on the Burma Army's
press-gang activities and atrocities on Karenni population in
Karenni state {(Burma).

2s Harold E. Klein's reports in " The Karen Peoples! Search For
Justice ", pp - 4,5,6,7,8,9, 16 and 17, on Karen refugees and
their stories of Burmese atrocities.

( Mika

. Human Rights Committee {(Burma)

CCs 1. ARTI-SLAVExY SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF. HUMAN RIGHTS. UK.
2+ The World Council of Indigenous Population.
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Justize, ? Hmus. Klein Jaly (5 4 q ra

—— oz L i i s But such was the picture that
emerged during the long hours of interviews, taping, picture-
taking, and later of transcribing £wenty?f0ur pages of personal
testimonies of Xarens. At Clo Thay Lu, one.of the Karen refugee
camps, a viliager, Saw Dee Flaw, told me of his experience.

He had been forced to carry ammunition aﬁd supplies for the
Burman army. At times when not carrying for them, his arms
were tied behind him‘in two or three places. They did npt give
him enough food or ﬁater. The Burmans bﬁrned all their Tice
farms. {(Rice is the staple diet of people in the Far East.)
The Burmans sold the prisoners about eight tins of rice.

(One tin equalled abhout the size of a 4 oz. condensed milk can.)
When the Burman troops came to the village, they forced all of
the Karens out of their houses and looted them of hll they had,
including their salt. They divided the villagers into four
ETOUpPS. The first group, mostly women and children, were given
rakes and forced down the road at gun point teo Ttake it clear of
mines. The second group dragged a large log with 5p{kes in it
to bite into the dirt to explode mines. The third group drove
oxX carts. The wheels of one ox cart ciose t& him caught on a

mine and blew up the driver, the oxen, and the cart, The fourth

group consisted of ox carts with provisions for the Burman troops.

This was repeated to me, in aifferinpg words, time and again:
Forced labor, no compensation, inadeguate food and water, and
death if one lagged or fell, death if one succeeded in exploding

- .
the mines, and death frequently administered for no apparent

reasen.
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At Clo Thay Lu refugee camp, Ma Mgwe Hia said her husband
was returning te the village when: Burman troops seized him.
They shot him in the leg and in the head. She did not see it
happen, but saw her husband’s body.

- The most detailed and exact account was given me by T..L.;
I cannot use his real name, as his family is still in a Burman
concentratien camp. He said that in the concentration camps,
which they had been forced fo build, the people had to feed
themselves as best they could. Théy had to carry ammunition
and food for the Burmans. Women and éhildren were allowed out
of the camp to gather food. He reported that a rich Karen,
Tha Palo, who owned a sugar cane farm was beaten and robbed af
40,000 bahts (about B27 to U.S, $1). Tha Palo did not have to
work - he could buy his way free from work. There were about
200 families in his concentration camp, approximately 500 people.
North of Pa-an, there were more than 100 camps, with more than
10,000 Karens,. His was a smaller camp. He reported numerocus
beatings with a2 bamboo cane about 5 cm thick {(more like a club
size). They nearly broke the legs of one man, Even the Kafen
doctor was confined te the camp.

Men and women were tortured to reveal the whereabouts of
Karen soldiers, even when there were no Karen soldiers close by.

Nau Kho Mey, a female in Ma Ta Wah refugee camp, reported
that the whole of Hlaing Bwe township of Pa-an District was
deserted, all the viltages des{}oyed, and about 2,000 square

miles of farm land burned out.
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The Burman trtoops had no respect for religion - even that
of Buddhism, the religion of ninefy per cent of the Burmans.

At Show Klo refugee camp, this became apparent when I talked
with two refugees, one a Muslim, and the other a Buddhist
nriest. Saw Kyaw Kyaw, an Indian Muslim, reported that his re-
ligious leader, an Inman; was beaten to the g}ound. His cap
fell off and the Burman soldiers stepped on it. He also re-
perted that as the Burman troops were attacking Maw Po Khe,
they forced beth men and women porters to carry ammunition up
into the front lines to resupply the troops. He said that
since he, a Muslim lived with the Xartens, the Burmans said he
sympathized with them and so he was treated as a Xaren.

The Buddhist menk, U We Ma La, reported that when the Bur-
man troops took over his Karen village, they camped within the
monastery walls, tore up some o©f the flooring for firewocod,
stole about forty woven bamboo mats {the equivalent to ¥ugs),
and defaced the property. When he reported this to his superi-
ors, as he had been told to do if such harassment ghould occur,
nothing was done to stop the troops. He was told to reorganize
the viliage administration, but the Karen villagers told him.
it was not the job of a monk to do this - as indeedrit isn't,
according to Buddhist scriptures. When his Karen villagers left,
he left with them. Other monks from other villages had the same
experiences, as he knew of one in Thailand who had‘this same
thing happen to him. -

I began to wonder at the extent of the problem. How many
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were in the refugee camﬁs? How were they being cared for?
Above all, why hadn't thié story been told?

My translator was Saw Shwe Yah Hai, Kawthoolie minister of
education, and my tapé recorder operator was Saw Paul, son-in-
iaw of Saw Hla Htoco. Between them they told me of trying to
publicize these atrocities, and that a representative from
Amnesty International had even visited the refugee camps. Re-
ports were made to Thra Robert Htwe, chairman of the Karen
Refugee Committee, who teld others, but no nation, no person,
no organization - not even the United Nations - took note.

The only aid came from private humanitarian groups which fur-
nisted rice and medical help, and private individuals who pro-
vided the land, at a price, for the camps' locations.

When I reached Mae Sot, I made it a point to locate Thra
Robert Htwe to get the facts. He previded me witbh the annual
Karen Refugee Report for 1985, which showed that as of December,
1985, 9,502 persons were in the camps. By the end of Apriil,
1986, four months later, the figure had risen to 17,062, When
I got back home he sent me the May, 1986, report showing 17,337
in the camps. He indicated that he was in the process of try-
ing to find land for another camp immediately, and would prob-
ably need another site by the end of 1986 if the rate continued,
I asked him what would happen if the Burmans were able to
launch a2 monsoon campaign. Normally. the monsoons were conly a

few weeks away; actually, only/a few days away, as the monsocons

came early in 1986, He shook his head - he had no answer.
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R ‘.;,_’_,:_,:(BU_rma_) Reports

Burmese Soldiers Cruelty.

#ollowing festimonies are taken in the presence of a - Canadian
free-lance, Mr. Hall. - : - -

He visited Karenni on 12-4-86 as the Burmese soldiers Withdraw.

He took pictures of all the porters who gave testimonies as be-
low, : .
Picture at the bottom of this report is Mr. Hall watching me-
dication given to one porter {badly blistered shoulder and cut feet)
who was picked by Karenni fighting patrol after he had been Teft to
die in the jungles. He was without food and water for 6 days. He was
not only famished, starved but dehydrated.

were made to carry more than 20viss
(over 30 kilos}. Between Bawkele
and Salween river, 3 porters who
becane very weak and sick were
shot dead by the Burmese soldiers
in our presence threatening us
not to fall out. When we had cro-
ssed Salween river one Burmese
officer (Lt .} and one Sgt. were
so tikd and exhausted in the hot
sun, they committed suicide, We,
the porters were abused, kicked
if we could not keep us with the
Burmese soldiers. We did not get
any wages and also not enough
food., Then on the third day I fell
sick badly, ‘and was left alone in

Maw Kolo,

Name:
Age; 21 years,
Nationality: Kayaw .(Bre)

Parents' Name: Paeh Theh Ei,
Baw QOo,

Religion : Catholic,

Occupation : Farmer,

Address : 6 mile, Model
village,Loikaw.

STATEMENT: -

On April 10, 1986 the
Burmese soldiers from 72 ‘Bbrma
Regiment, entered our village and
roundedupallmalepersonshputus
on the truck and drove us to Bawle-
ke (60 miles south of Loikaw). We

jungles under the hot sun. No
food or water was left for me,
After two days, Karenni soldiers
found me and carried me to Hqs,
where I get well being fed and .
treated.




Name :

Waw Da Yo
Age : 18 Years,
.Nationality : Kayan

(Padaung )
-Parents' Name:Xalit-Mooh Doo

Religion : Catholie, ©
Occupation : Farmer
Address : Tsa Tuh village,
' Taungoo-Yadoh-
Loikaw Road.
STATEMENT: -

Village Council Chaitman
Tha Shwe said military authority
demanded 20 villagers to report to
Bur. Regt. 72 at Lawpita. When
we arrived we were givenbig guns
ammunitions tg carry on our sho-
ulders. With these heavy loads we
had to climb up steep hills and
go down rocky slopes,Crossed re-
vines over boulders. My feet ba-
dly blistered and both shoulders
bursted open, then one day I
fainted-unconscious how long I
did not know,only recovered and
found I was being carried by the
Karenni soldiers to the Hgs. Had
the Karenni soldiers not found
me I would have died in the
jungles,

Name : Maung Thein
Age : 30 Yrs.with (4)
- childrens.

Nationality : Indian

Parents' Name:Risa Sa Ri-Aye Sein

Religien : Islam

Address :Daw Oo Kuh Quarters,
Loikaw.

STATEMENT . -

One day ,party unit chair-
man, U Arther, came tosmy house
and took me to the Burma Army 54
Regt.Hgqs., I was kept there for 3
days then sent me to Bawleke along
with Burmese soldiers. I was to
carry 2 tins of rice together with
some ammunitions which is over 29
viss. I was very sick on the way
and was left in the jungle with-
out food or water. The Karenni
soldiers who were fighting the
Burmese found and took me to safety
getting food and water, All the
journey we were abused and kicked'
if we did not keep up with . the
soldiers, .

{Continued on page 14)
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" {Continued grom page 11}

Name: Maung Tun

Age : 30 Yrs,
Nationality : Pa-Ob
Parents'Name :U Moke - Nan Koke
Religion Buddhist
Occupation : Cultivator,
Address . Kone Tsoke,

Hti-sa- khang.

STATEMENT : -
One midnight, the Bur-

mese soldiers of Regt. 53  sur-
rounded our village and seized
{(30) villagers and took us to
Loikaw,., The next day we were ta-
ken to Bawleke where we were
forced to carry rice and-all L
of ammunitions. I was tocarry 2

kinds-

tins of rice and some ammunitions
about 25 viss heavy. We were not
paid and they fed us very little.
We crossed rocky mountain in the
sun, hungry and thirsty also. We
all are tired very much, besides
my shoulders blistered and feet
soared with blood. The soldiers
kicked us and blood comesout. 1
was boxed at.my side many times
and very painful. One of my
friends was beaten to dead infront
of me. When we passed anyvillage
they burnt all houses and paddy
barns. All villagers fled or they
will be killed. I managed to hide
under a bush and stayed there for
(6) days unti} the Karenni sold-
iers found me and carry me to
Hgs. where I was treated. 1 am
still alive.




HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE for Non-Burman XNaticnalities

Testimonvy of the Burmese Attrocity

On December 10, 1985, we tried to dodge the Burmese army when
we knew that they were approaching our villages. On reaching our
villares, they burned and destroyed everything they found in the
viliage. )

After a few days when things quiet down, I went back along
with three women to check our property.

On approaching the village, we were caught by the Burmese
eoldiers. At first, they were going to kill us, But later, we
" were spared because they needed porters. The three women hzd to
carry two tins of rice each. At night, we often  tripped and fell.

Naw Bweh, wife of pastor Saw Di suffered very bsdly when She
had miscarriage.

When I Saw a note that they had order to kill us immediately
if the Karens put up 2 fieht againet them I made up my mind to
escape. On December 20, I managed to escape.

All of us from Lenya area (le. Ler Pa Doe, Manorc) were so
frightened that we ran when ever we heard gun shois. Several days
passed and we realized that we will soon be without food if we
hane around there. So, we marched to the Thal border. We reached
one Thai villaze on December 28, 1985, We were grateful because
the Thais are kind enough *to donate some clothings to cover our-
selves., On January 18, we were evacuated to Mo Taung Pass where
we are now clearing some areas preparlng for slash and burn rice
plantation., We expect to harvest sometime around December this
year.,

In the maan time, we have much to worry how we could survive
this eleven months,

Saw K'Lee
February 4, 1986

“Witness 0. -
nessi dl bcu:/
Naw Taw Nay Meo

S . 9 _ ;
Rggﬁzgzrgommittee _ C). g\)’t L me/ S’a/{%
M &-Q),/q W'f{p_



Xav Village ' ' Paddy 28

1. Poo Tah New 200 bsskets
2. Saw Htee Srer 150 "
3. Saw Kah Pol 25 »
i, Saw Thweh Paw 40 "

15 baskets known destroyed.

Manoro Village

Buffale Chicken “Cow .= Duck

Pig Paddy

1. Poo Kaw La 25 - 20 - 7 1 100 baskets

2. Pah K Du 20 20 - - 1 150 "

3, Pah Bi 20 20 - 10 2 100 "

4. Pah May 25 25 - - - 150 »

5. Poo Bley &0 100 - - 2 350 "

6. Pah Ne Way 10 30 - - 1 350 »

7. Pah Gi 25 20 - - 1 150 "

B. Saw Ywe 25 30 - - 1 150 "

9. Saw Maw Get 25 20 - 15 2 100 "

10. Saw Maw Taw - 30 - 15 1 100 "

11, Saw X Leh 25 20 - - 1 200 "

12. Maw Aye 25 30 - - 1 200 "

13. Saw K Seh - 30 - - - 150 "

14, Pah Wee : 15. . 20 2. .- 1. 100 "

15. Pah Tu See 15 20 - - - 100 "

16, Saw K Xyeh 20 10 - - - 150 w

17. Saw Pah Lit - 30 - - 1 8o "

18. Saw Pah Lah - 10. - - 1 6o . *

19. Saw Say - 4o - 15 1 80 "

20. Pati art - 28 - - 1 70 "

21. Saw Kreh - 20 - - 1 100 "

22, Pah Kyaw - 20 - - - 200 "

23, Thra Day 25 10 - - - 100 "

360 615 2 72 20 2,990
Ler Pa Doh Burmese Attrocities
No. Name Buffslo Cattle Chicken ‘Duck GCoats . Paddy Pies
1. Pati Maung - 4 10 - 10 45 . 2
2. Pati Bu - 4 - - - 70 -
3. Pati Paw - - 10 - - 30 -
4, Pati Kwa 10 - 50 - 6 80 3
5. Pah Pay - - - - 10 4o -
&. Pah Maw - 4 20 - 8 60 2
7. Kyeh Day - - 10 - - Q0 -
8. Pati Baw - - o 5 3 70 1
9. Pati Yeh - - 20 - 3 120 2
10, Saw Chalee - - 10 - 10 70 -
11. Pah Pee 0o 20 - 20 - - 30 2
12. Pah Mg Yu - - 30 - 30 50 -
13, Pati Ker - 5 10 - - 20 -
14, Pati Ye Paw - - 30 - - 50 3
15. Pah Thut - - 10 - - 70 -
16, Pati Paw Not - - 30 - 50 1
17. Patl Nu - - 50 - 10 100 1
18. Saw 4ye Sa - - 20 - 6 50 -
19. Pah Pwe - - 10 - 5 100 -
20. Pah Too Bs - 6 20 - - 70 2
21. Pah Yu Kah - B 10 - 10 50 2
22, Pat i Mya - 6 - - - 200 2
23. X Lay Kaw - - 10 - - 150 1
24, NMet Kah 10 - 30 - - 100 1.
25, Pati Ba Si 20 - 30 - - 150 3
26, Pati Pwa 17 - 20 - - 200 -
27. Pati Pa 10 - - - - 60 -
28. Patl Saw Pe 7 - - - - © 80 -
29, Pati Well - - 10 - - 100 1
10, Saw Sah Kaw - - 5 - - 50 -
31, Pati Lu - - 5 - - 40 1
Total: o4 37 510 5 111 2,415 30
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HUMAN RIGHTS SURVEY (observer) Date _z0. A, 1986

Name Sai Myo Win ~
Address _§ -

L aia .
Date of bvirth 21, 10, 1950 Sex male Nationality Stateless
Prefession

Capacity in which you observe the Burma political situation/insurgency:

Base opn how “"social-injustice" could be terminated

O OYQU KNOW OF ARY TIMES TURING THZ PAST THREE YEARS (1983-1986) WHEW
THE BURMESE GCVERNMENT OR MILITARY FORCES HAVE COMMITTED ANY OF THE
FOLLOWIRG ABUSES? IF 30, PLEa3E 3FPECITFY WHEN AND WEERE IT HAPPENED,
AND WHO A3 INVOLVED.

1. Military abuse-:
Tginz ciilians for feoreced labor

A

It is an established fact that Burma Army have heen doing this since

the begining of civil war, particularly in all the minorities” areas.
Although no area survey and statistic have ever been done, it would be
encugh to look through reports dore by Far Eastern Economic Review, Asia

Week and Daiiy Newspapers (Thailand)
©) Taking civilian hostages, or purposely endangering lives of civilizans

===

The same answer could be given as 1. a).

¢) Tomnitiing criminsl zcte ageinst civilians (non-combatants)

Please see serparate sheet,

On 26.9.85, a group of soldiers from Burma Army 55 diwision abucted
"Nang Kyek", 15 years, 4 class student, daughter of Mr, Sena and

Mrs. Nang Non (Nar Ko lam Village, Nam Sang Township), and sexually
mistreated her until she fainted. Apart from that, the soldiers confisti-
gated various goods and Kyats 3000 from the villagers.
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Report from "The Independence' monthly bulletin, 1 January 1986,

TRC (Talland Revolutionary Council) “s publication.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS : page 2

Adrocities committed by Burma Army Division 77 Ka La Ya 106 (Laika
Township), headed by Capt. Tin Win are as follows: '

EILLED
date Name
18.10.85 Sai Eng Ta On
(%5)
411,85 Long Nya Neing
(65)
6.11.85 8ai Hsar {(25)
ROBBERIES/TCRTURES
date committed by
32,10.85 Division 77
Fa La Ya 10&
8.11,85 Division 77

Ka La Ya 64

Regidence

Long Maung (F) Hwe Ung Fa(V}
Nang Noom (M) Laika (T)

Ching Pa Ong (F)
Nang Pa Hsam (M}

Mak Ka (V)
Maung Kung (7

Long We(F) Loi XKoo (V)
Pa Seng (M) Laika (™M
victim/object Residence
Long Sam Sao Na San (V)

Kook/ Laika (1)
2 Sewing machine

} Torchlight/

also beaten up
were: Nal Kaw {50}
Wal Scong (53)
Nang Yee (26)

Nang Mya (15)
beaten up badly Pang Yang (V
were: Aye Non Ong, Laika (T)
Nang Ung, Sang Tun

Lu, Nang Noom, Aye

Mut, Pa Hon, Aye Li,

Lve Ying, Pa Seng,

Aye Pau; Ave Lam.
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continued from ROBBERIES/TCRTURES
date committed by victim/object Residence
8.11.85 Division 77 1. Long Mut/ Na San (V)
Ka La Ya 64 one bucket of rice Laikaf{T)

2. Long Non/

5 bags of rice, 1
matress, 1 blanket,

1 rice-pot, 10 plates
{dining-set)

3. Sang Tun/
a pair of shoes,
cash 500 Kyats

4. Sang Mu/
3 buckets of rice,
1 viss of eating oil

5. Nang Kham/
1 rice-pot,
cash 100 Kyats

6. Long Salay San/
preserved beans 8 hags,
1 cooking-pot, 1 pair
of shoes

7. Long Lu/
1 bucket of rice

8. Long Sar/
cash 500 Kyats

9. Long Kham Ho Nar/
2 vigs of eating oil,
cash 300 Kyats

10. Long Wa Leng Ho Nar/
Cash 700 Kyats
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continued from ROBBERIES/TORTURES
date committed by victim/object Residence
11, Long Lu Ho Nar/
cash 500 Kyats,
2 vigs of eating oil
12, Long Mat/
cash 100 Kyats,
1 viss of eating oil,
8.11.85 Division 77 1. Long Kyaung Muk Khee
¥a La Ya 64 Sing/ Nu (VvV}
5 paddy bags, Laika (T)

20 viss garlic,
cash 350 Kyats

2. Sang Mu/

2 bags of rice,
2 bags preserved
beans

3. Long Kyaung Nyo/

1 blanket, 1 matress,

} mosquito-net, 5

buckets paddy, 20 viss
garlic, 1 rice-pot, 30
rice-plates, 15 main dish
plates

L, Long Yee/
4 paddy bags,
5 rice bags,
400 Kyats

5. Long Kang Mu/

2 rice-pots,

1 blanket, 1 matress,
300 Kyats



o

;
SUMAN RIGHTS SURVEY (obs;arver) Date __ fugust 20tn 1956
name _Philivpa Curwen

~ddress [ -

Date of ﬁirth” 19 / 6_2_56 Sex  Female Nationality Briﬁish

Profession English teacher
Capacity in which you observe the Burma political situation/insurgency:

As 3 fellow human-being .

DG YOU KNOW OF ANY TIMES DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS (1983-1986) WHEN
THZ BURMESE GOVERNMENT OR MILITARY FCRCES HAVE COMMITTED ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING ABUSES? IF 50, PLEASE SPECIFY WHEN AND WHERE IT HAPPENED,
AND WHO WAS INVOLVED,

1. #ilitary abuses:

\

Tsing civilians for forced labor
A Shan monk from Leng Kho, now staying in Mze Hong Son, told how

chilédren from his village aged 13-14 vere veing forced Lo becone
water-carriers for BSPP scldiers.{(last year)

) Taking civilian hostages, or purposely endangering lives of civilians

The Shan 4bbot of Bang Hoo temple in lMee Hong Son visited tong Tun
in the eastern Shan State lsst year. He tcld how villagers, both nen
and women, wiic had been forced to work as porters, were made to wear
erny uniforns and walk in front of BSPP soldiers to act as can:on-
fodder.

n) Sommitting criminal acts against civilians (non-combatants)
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2. Impriscnment:
a) Impriscning someone without chergzes, or withovt trisal
Last year Chai Leng, zged 23, & farmer from Kong I'ai {(in the &han
State) now voruing in Mae Hong Son, told how he had been ordered to
become a nmorter for BSYP troops. He refused end was beaten with
sticlks end put in nriscon, vinere he stayed for a week, till a friend..-
bribed some officials to get him out.

b} Imprisoning someone for non-violent expression of politicel beiiefs,
or because of their ethnic identity -

e

¢) Torturing prisoners

The ibboil of Bang oo told how villagers fro:m Mong Tun vho hed
refused to become norters were beaten with sticis,

3. Civil Rights:
a) Denying rights or benefits (such as education, health care,
representation, trade) because of ethnic group or religion
The Abbgt of Bang lioc cald that on a visit to Tachilek {(eastern

§han State) lest year, he had met young Shans who claimed to have
peen refused adnittance to University because of being Shan.

~

b) Suppressing religious practices, cultural expression, language

The Shan monk from Lens ithe told how wien he had been at school,
2 years ago, he had been forbidden to speal: Shan. Students who
vere caught sneaking Shan at school were fined.

The Abbot of Bang oo sald that a friend of his had been arrested
last year for teaching the Shan script 1n flong Fei {southern Shan Stats).

MAIL THIS SURVEY TO: PROJECT MAJE, 14 DARTMOUTH RD., CRANFORD, N.J.
07016, U.S,A., (AIRMAIL)
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Tranglated from 'Freedom's Way' Issue no. 3 = 1936

Pe L6, -

*

Pnd  Janvary 198L - BSPP troops from Lashio arrived at the
mcnasterj in Mong Kong and arrested the Shan monk ﬁ Nantiya,
accusing hin of beins a supnorief of the Shan rebels. He was
tied up to a bed and then beaten and tortured till bloody.
Property and money amounting to 100,000 kyats was confiscated
fron him. He was then bourd hand and foot and thrown into the
back of a truck; soldiers rested their feet on him as he was
driven away. He is still being detained, and rumour has it that

he is being beaten regularliy.

December 1984 ~ The Frd Section of Brigade no. 2, led by Capt.
Kyaw Say Ya came and collected porters from the villages of

Mong Nawng, Nam ¥or, Ban Sang. They also arrested 12 girls, aged
14 upwards, accusing them of being the wives of revolutionaries.
The girls vere forced to strip and thern stand and sit in front of
the soldiers;'thbse wio refused were bea?en with sticks.

13th Decenber 1984 - Capt. Than Aung of the no. 2 Intelligence
groun from Lashio came to the Nawng Ngen quarter of Kengtung

and arrested the monk U Suwan, aged 2%, son of U He La, accusing
him of aiding rebels to seek funds. He was put in & dark room
and tortured in variogs ways. On 16th December the news was put
out that he had escaped, but there has been no sign of him since.

16th ngruarx 1985 ~ Sections 3 and 4 of Brigade no. 68 of BSPP
Army arrived in Mana village, Lashio district, and arrested Sail
Sin ¥ysw, accusing him of posseséing two veavons. He wag tortured
using a red-hot iron rod: he passed out four times and hus flesh
began to rot and smell,., It is net sure 1f he is still alive,

t F@brugr 1982 - BSPP troops fired at Nawng Lay and Na Wan
villages using 57 mm mortars. Houses were destroyed, and the

following property was confiscated:

Egmg Property
Iung Thumana 6,000 kyzats
Nang Moo 2 boxes of dried noodles
1 sewing machine worth 2,000 kyats.
Mz La 6,000 kyats. R
Mae Tao Lay 1 cow vorth 2,000 kyats,

Sarain 1,500 kyats

12th March 1985 - 2 soldiers from Brigade 65, Section 2 came to
Pa Che village, Mong Tung district at 9 pm and robbed the villager
Sanda of 2,000 kyats and 3 hens.
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1%th March 1985 - L soldiers from Section Z,VBrigade 65 arrived
at Pa Che village and robbed 6,000 kyats and 6 hens from the
villager Aung Pe's house.

Aoril 1985 -~ Brigade 66 from Lay Cha town came to Wan Mon village
on April 8th. They shot at villagers, killing Sunanda, aged 40, son
of Lung Ti, and injuring Narda, aged 40, scn of Mayda.

15th March 1985 - BSPP Captain Htun Kyan and about 100 of his
men from Brigade 66 arfived at Khon Paw village; he accused the
village headman of being a fund-collector for the Shan Army,

Ehen confiscated all the things in the man's house, including
vonen's sarongs; the house was then burnt. % boys and 5 girls vere
alsc arrested from the village and no news has been heard from

then since,

15th March 1985 Captain Htun Kyan from Brigade 66 went to Ba Yor
village and burnt down 21} the barns containing rice belonging to
the villagers. The soldiers then set fire to the houses. They
beat some of the villagers, including the son of the headman,
causing sorme men to suffer broken skulls, The following amounts

of rice were lost: - .

Nane - . Amount (baskets)
Lung Saw 240 )
Lung Nanda 30
San Pi ’ : 208
Tay Way : 200
Tung Xan 2182
Ka Leng 100
Na Rein 2220
Pandi 200
Sang Sing o 2h0
Paw Meit _160

fe10;

March 26th 1985 - BSPP Brigade 66 from Lay Cha céme to Pa fay village
and burnt houses. The soldiers beat sone of the villageps, and Lung
Sunanda, aged 4O, suffered a brokan skull., Sai Sang Kaw, aged 14, hlS
son, had four of his teeth broken.

May %Oth 1985 - Brigade 101, led by Captain Maung Thein, fron
Batallion 77 in Mone, came to Hai Ning village. They beat one of

their voriers, Lung Kgm Pi, aged 59, from Wan Mei village, because

he was too weak to carry their goods., They alsc beat Sai To, aged 51,
the head of Hal Ning village, S2i Song, aged 17, son of Saw Seing,
and Neng Un, eged 40, daughter of Lung Un, because they would not
give information to the soldiers.
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Juné 8th 1985 - Brigade 66 from Lay Che arrived at Pa Myin village .
and robbed the villagefs of property and money valued at the following:

amounts: :
" Name " Kyats
Lung Mu Ta . 2808
Lung Aung 4795
Lung Saw A 2910
Lung Kwe ' 1155
Paw Tao Man . ‘ 1147
Lung Wi 2500
Lung'gubinya 2900
Lung Maung : 5000
Nang Neim 1850

April 3rd 1985 - Captain Myin Thdin of BSPP Batallion 77 and other

soldiers ffom Huay Nwe gathered together villagers from Ho Ne and
Huay Nwe for a meeting. Capt. Myin Thein addreéséd.the villagers as
follows: 'We have not come here to attack the revolutionaries - we
have come here to attack you. You refuse to give us any inforcation,
‘so we will teach you & lesson.' He then ordered his men to beat yp
suspects among the village, who suffered broken legs and hands.

The following are the names of neople who were beaten:

Y+ Lung.8an Nyun Mausg { aged 50) 18. Lung Sing Sheing (45)
2+ Lung San Saw Nanda ( h5) 19. Lung San Saw (50)

3. Bu Kan (45) . 20, Aseina (20)

4e Lung San Aung ¥Méin (32) 21. Saye Kun (4L5)

5. Lung San Lu (45) 22. Bu 8ing Lu {50)

6. Swe Kan Le (453 23. Tay Wein (30)

7. Lung Saw (40} 24+ Lung Heng (58)

8. Lung Saw Nanda (52) 25, Lung Sing Sam {50)

9. San 8am [ 40) 26, Lung Ma La (54}

10+ Su Tay Shs 34) 27, Aw Zay Sha (49)

11. Su Sata (20) 28+ Lung Sam Ywe Kan (55)
12. Su Seinda (34) 29. Bu Kyang Nanda (50)
12, Yanna (34) 30. Lung Kawi (49)

14, Seita (30) %1. Lung Leng Seng (55)
15. Bu 8an Wanna (55) . 32. Lung Nya Leng'(505
16, Kan Shein Ngo (%1) 3%. Lung Aung {(30)

17. Lung San Mun (43) 24, Baw Hay Sz (40
September 6th 1985 - BSPP Captain Htin Maung and 40 of lis men from

Batallion were travelling from Leng Kho to Chiang Taung vhen they
conflscated & buliock cart from a villager, alledgedly to cerry their
goods. However, when the soldiers passed east out from the village
‘of XKwan Long, they.dumped the cart and cecked and ate the cows.



(Fon A Sress)

1

A COMMUNIQUE FROM BURMA

In Burma there is no freedom of the press, no fresdow of speech, no freedom
of trade, no freedem to travel., We are like & nation of deef, blind and dumb
people, deprived even of news from within 3urma itself - the newspapers are
strictly censored, and the people are swamped in a sea of conflicting rumours,

The back-bone of the Burmese military government is the Military Intelligencc
Service. Civil judges havs no right %o charge military pePsonnel, who are
unrestricted in their acts of ¢ruelty and wickedness, They enjoy privileges far
beyond those of the ordinary civilians, including special medical care and cut-
price goods., This is in accordance with the government's poliey to crente a gulf
between the army-men and the ordinary people. Most of the population live in
terror of the MIS, notorious for their ruthless torturings and killings, Secret
priszons exist around the country, often in military bases, where people may be
detained indefinitely.

The government hires agents fo wonitor the activities of all sections of the
¢ivilian community, sco that people must congtantly be on their guerd in daily
1lifz, Since most of the population are forced to risk dealing in smuggled
black-market goods, simply to provide themsclves with basic commodities, there
are few people who do not feel they are living their life under a hanging sword,

For many years the peopls of Burma hove strugsled to free themselves from
this oppression - at least 30% of the country is now under insurgent control -
but aadly no political group has yet been successful in leading them to freedom.

The ex-premier U Nu led a resistance movement for a short peried, but in 1980,
discouraged by lack of success, he surrendered to the military government, The
Communist Party of Jdurma, operating in the north of the country, has been unchie
to gain popular support, and has lost the backing of China, which now seems to
prefer more profitable dealings with the Burmese government. China is not the
only country that has turned a deaf ear to the suffering of the Burmese people:
many countries are now dealing commercially with 3urma, and have no wish to
look furthér than their own investments.

Unfortunately, little foreign press coverage is given to the injustices
perpetrated by the present military regime; worst to suffer are the ethnic
minorities of Burma, in whosc areas whole villages are devaztated by government
anti-insurgent operations, and where local men are regularly forced to become
porters for government troopss

Our party does not ainm to represent only a single ethnic group or class, We
are working for the rights of all the oppressed peuple of Burma. Our aim ig
democracy: freedom of elections, freedom to demonstirate, freedom of the press,
frecdom of trade, freedom to contact other countries.

Our most immediate concern is to gain the full support of the Burmese peonle
and unite them in their struggle against the government, but at the same tine
we wish to request any foreigners who have sympathy for our cause, to take
any available opportunity to voice opposition to the Burmese military regine
in their own countries.

THE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION FRONT OF BURNA

1st September 1985



