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Project Maje is an independent information project founded in 1986 and designed to
encourage American awareness of the political situation in Burma, particularly the
frontier war and related human rights, narcotics and environmental issues. This
report was produced by the Project Director, Edith T. Mirante. The survey in
"Voices" was conducted by mail du-ing June 1989. All entries received are reproduced
here, as received (one was re-typed, verbatim), in the order in which they were
received by Project Maje. Some addresses were deleted for security reasons, and -
some respondents used pseudonyms. For further information on the frontier war

and other Burma related issues, please contact Project Maje (14 Dartmouth Rd.,
Cranford NJ 07016 USA). Material used in this report is for non-profit, educational
use only. Project Maje is arateful to Mika Rolly, human rights activist, for
inspiration regarding Peace for Burma, and to W.T. for a contribution funding
distribution of this report.




INTRODUCT ION

This report expresses women's hopes and opinions about peace in Burma. Although
Burma- has has the image of a tranquil, serene land, in reality it has not known
peace since World War II hit it in 1941. Now, with international attention at last
directed to Burma by the urban uprising of August-September 1988, the possiblity
of a solution to the frontier war that followed World War Il exists. The women
participating in this report have examined that possiblity from their personal
perspectives, as observers, participants and victims of the war.

Burma's forty year frontier war has centered on ethnic conflict between the Burmese
(Burman) ethnic group and others. About two thirds of the estimated 4G miTlion
population of Burma are ethnic Burmese, urban Chinese and Indian. The rest of the
population consists of tribal peoples, and nationalities such as the Mon, Shan, and
Arakanese, who are the heirs to civilizations that had their turn at dominance in
Burma's past. The pattern of migration into Burma between the 6th and 9th Centuries
A.D. Ted to extended conflict between rival ethnic groups. lthen the British colonists
took Burma by force, annexing it to their Indian Empire in the 19th Century, the
Burmese ethnic group was dominant in the center of the country. In the colonial
structure, tribal groups such as the Karen, Kachin and Chin were often treated favor-
ably. Shan and other frontier nationalities enjoyed a degree of autonomy and a

Pax Britannica in which conflicts were settled by adjudication and mediation rather
than warfare.

The Japanese invasion of 1941 brought modern warfare to Burma. A Burmese anti-colonial
movement cooperated with the Japanese as a way of ridding the country of British
overlords and Indian moneylenders who had rendered many Burmese landless. However,
Imperial loyalties and abuse at the hands of Japanese invaders led many of the
frontier nationalities to actively support the Allied cause. Tribal guerilla

fighters in units such as the Chindits and Megrill's Marauders were crucial to

the effort that eventually retook Burma from the Japanese. World War II devastated
Burma completely. The fighting raged from one end of the country to the other,
civilian casualties and displacement were massive, and communications and commercial
infrastructure were left in ruins at the war's end in 1945.

World War II fueled hostilities between the Burmese and other ethnic groups.

When Burma was granted independence from Britain after the war, frontier ethnic
groups were assured of autonomy by the Panglong Agreement.l A parliamentary
government was established, with a consititution that guaranteed freedom of speech,
religion and assembly. Despite auspicious beginnings, problems immediately arose
for the new government, which was headed by Prime Minister U Nu. Many Karen leaders
had opposed independence from Britain, and the Karen had not been granted an
autonomous area. Burmese massacres of Karen villagers were a spark for a Karen
revolt in 1949. At the same time, Communist groups left the government and began to
fight against it. Arakanese, Mon, and Pa-0 forces also revolted, and Kachin rebels
joined with the Karens.

1. Engineered by Aung San, Burma's independence hero, who was then assasinated in 1947.
His daughter, Aung San Suu Kyi, is Burma's foremost opposition pdlitician. As of
this writing, she is under house arrest in Burma's capitol, Rangoon.



The rebellion took hold throughout the country, but General Ne Win built up the Burmese
Army, and during 1950-1951 the Karen rebels were driven into the eastern mountains
bordering Thailand, and the Communists were forced into the far northern mountains.
In 1950, Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist) troops fled the Communist takeover of China
to the Shan State of Burma, where they recruited more soldiers and traded in opium.
Burmese military efforts to dislodge the KMT included attacks on tribal and Shan
villages. By the late 1950s, Burma's rice based economy was in a shambles and
insurgency (the hardline Maoist Burma Communist Party and anti-Communist ethnic
nationalist rebels) was on the rise again. Prime Minister U Nu temporarily gave

power to Ne Win, who set up a military government in order to quell the rebellions.
Kachin and Shan forces then revolted. In 1960, U Nu won a large majority in
elections, and made good on a promise to make Buddhism the state- religion,

which inspired further Karen insurrection (many of Burma's tribal people are
Christian, most Burmese are Buddhist). Shan and Karenni groups proposed to

secede from Burma's federation, a right granted in the Panglong Agreement. In

1962, Ne Win staged a coup d'etat, citing the need for national security. He has
remained, in one capacity or another, the helmsman of Burma ever since. Ne Win
suspended the constitution and instituted his "Burmese Way of Socialism", a

Utopian mixture of Marxist theory and Buddhism, to "bring the masses to enlightenment."
The economy was brought under state control and the frontier areas were placed under
direct military government administration, cancelling their autonomy.

A new constitution was established in 1974, and Ne Win delcared that "Our Union is
just one homogenous whole."2 Considerable unrest festered in Burma during the 1970s,
including strikes and brutally suppressed student demonstrations, and a coup attempt.
Burma maintained an isolationist foreign policy and remained uninvolved in the war
in Indochina. It was by no means at peace during the 1970s, however, as the

domestic insurgency continued. Burma's economy stagnated, but a “shadow economy"
thrived as black market consumer goods were smuggled from neighboring countries

and agricultural, mineral and forest products were illegally exported. This trade
was largely controlled by rebel groups which maintained bases and smuggling routes
along the borders. The opium trade was run along parallel lines, by warlords
connected to international Chinese syndicates and often in collusion with Burmese
military officials.

At the end of the 1980s, the sputtering grease fires of rebellion have congealed
into a stalemated frontier war spread over more than 50% of the country. Rebel
groups have been able to maintain camps, and even civil administration, schools

and hospitals in several areas close to the borders (called "black areas" by the
government), but more prevalent are the war zones contested by government and rebel
forces {"gray" or "brown" areas). In these rural zones, civilians have been
targetted by the Burmese Army as suspected or potential rebel sympathisers. There
has been what Amngsty International termed "a consistent pattern of gross viclations
of human rights."3 Abuse has been directed at ethnic minority villagers in order to
drive them out of the country as refugees or to forcibly employ them for military
purposes. The Burmese Army has relocated them to walled villages, looted, destroyed
property and crops, tortured, and used civilians as slave labor and human mine detecto

2. Burma, A Country Study, F. Bunge, 1983.
3. Amnesty International, Burma -- Extrajudicial Execution and Torture of Members of
Ethnic Minorities, 1988.




The Burmesé Army's tactical abuses have served to engender hatred that sends

more recruits to the rebel cause, and some families now have had three generations
fighting in the frontier war. It has also sent hundreds of thousands of refugees
into neighboring countries seeking respite from the warfare. Insurgent groups
have also abused civilians, but sporadically and rarely as part of overall tactics.
Narcotics-involved warlord groups use forced recruitment and often terrorize
villagers. Throughout the frontier zone, civilians are killed and injured in
crossfire and by minefields.

Women have been victims of the war, and, increasingly, combatants as well.
Traditionally, women of Burma's Buddhist ethnic groups (Burmese. Mon, Shan)

have enjoyed the highest degree of equality in Asia. A strong legacy of female
leadership in these groups (including the Mon warrior queen, Chama Devi) remains
influential. On the government side, although women's membership in the ruling
party has been less than 2%, and there are no women in combat roles in the Burmese
Army, 77 year old Ne Win's favorite daughter, Sanda Win, is thought to be extremely
influential. An Army major and doctor, she is said to be in control of the Defense
Intelligence Service secret police. In the 1950s and 1960s, a Chinese aristocrat
named Olive Yang ran an Army sponsored narcotics trade militia in the Shan State
with great notoriety.

The Mahadevi of Yaunghwe, a Shan princess, was the wife of independent Burma's

first President and a member of Parliament who championed Shan rights. After Ne Win's
takeover, she organized and led the first Shan resistance groups. Louisa Benson, a
Karen who had been a movie star in Burma, led Karen rebels in the 1960s. Lydia Min
has been head of the Karens' Kawthoolei Women's Organization, and was a delegate to
the conference that formed the resistance coalition called the Democratic Alliance

of Burma.Other women of the frontiers have been important in educational, medical

and human rights work.

Several insurgent groups, notably Shan, Kachin, and Communist forces, have had

female soldiers. They were most often deployed as medical corps, radio operators,

and ceremonial bodyguards, but sometimes distinguished themselves in combat

as well. In 1985, the rebel New Mon State Party allowed female membership, and the
women who joined the party demanded a combat role as well. Mow at least 200 of

the NMSP's estimated 3,000 troops are female, with the same risks and duties as their
male counterparts. In 1988, the Karen National Liberation Army recruited its first
female soldiers. An increased political and military participation is foreseen

for women in most of the insurgent groups.

While the trend is for young women to shoulder rifles to fight in the war, the

fact is that most women in the frontier war zone are still easy victims for violence.
The Burmese Army has consistently used rape as a terror tactic, particularly in
occupation of tribal villages, a strategy of humiliation and dominance that dates
back to Japanese military practices in World War II. Female refugees in Thailand

are exploited and frequently sold into forced prostitution. Women, including the weak
and pregnant, have been used as ammmition porters and for other heavy labor :
by the Burmese Army. They are often deliberately marched in front of government
troops as "human shields'", as in this Karen woman's account: '"Before we reached

the fighting place, the soldiers made the four women go in front... so that the 4
Karen soldiers, if they saw us, they wouldn't shoot at us because we are Karen."

4. A Gray Area -- Accounts of Human Rights ABUSe in the Tennasserim, Project Maje 1987,




Thousands die each year in the frontier war. In March 1989 the Burmese government
announced that 1,541 insurgents had been killed since March 1988 and 796 Burmese
government troops had been killed?® This did not include civilian casualties, which
easily equal the military casualities and may in fact exceed them. The rebels’
stated reasons for fighting the Burmese government include: suppression of religion,
langugage, culture; the imposition of a Socialist economic system; human rights
violations by the Burmese Army; the right to secession granted in the Panglong
Agreement; precolonial territorial claims; the perceived government intention to
"exterminate" minority groups.

Burma exemplifies a pattern of conflict in which a power (in this case the central
government) invades a weaker area (the frontier regions), commiting abuses aaainst
the local population. This causes the local people in limited numbers (the young men}
to take up arms against the invader; the resistance is met with heavier force by the
invader; which causes the resistance to seek a source of arms (the black market);
which allows the invader to justify itself because of the resistance's “eriminality".
The pattern of abuse eventually mobilizes most segments of the population into
military resistance (old men, boys, women). The cycle of escalated violence usually
continues until outside intervention occurs: either a neighbor's invasion of the
insurgency-weakened country, or an attempt at international mediation.

After four decades of fighting, Burma's insurgent leadership has become entrenched.
There have been few gains in territory in the past ten years, and few dramatic

attacks on the central region of Burma known as "Burma proper", although a raid by
Karenni commandos on a northern power station did cut electrical power to the central
cities in November 1988. The rebels have tended to fight an essentially defensive

war, protecting a waxing or waning blackmarket trade. The rebels receive no foreign
aid, and there has been no proaress in revolutionary terms as they depend on

expensive black market arms purchases rather than capturing arms and territory from
the government. Poor economic planning and a dearth of strategic creativity have
weakened the rebel cause at crucial points. In-fighting among rebel groups has
decreased in the 1980s with the increased viability of a coalition of ten ethnic-based
forces called the National Democratic Front, but it still occurs. with destructive effe

Although the government's 170,000 troops outweigh the estimated 40,000 insurgents,
the government's pursuit of the frontier war has been characterized by extreme
strategic incompetence. Foreign military aid has been small scale {including diversion
of anti-narcotics and relief aid to military purposes). The Burmese Army's
heavy-handed counterinsurgency tactics have alienated the frontier peoples en masse.
It is felt that for all its toughness and battle experience, the Burmese Army is
incapable of winning the war. In recent months it has resorted to human wave assaults
and i11-directed artillery barrages in its offensive against Karen mountain bases
along the Thai border, expending troops and expensive materiel just to gain a few
abandoned camps. It has also repeatedly encroached on Thai soil to stage attacks
against Karen positions, leading to conflict with Thai troops at a time when the

Thai government was actually trying to support the Burmese government.

5. Bangkok Post, March 29, 1989, "Four Die as Karens Shell Town".




During the Summer of 1988, a series of killings of student demonstrators by Burmese
police and soldiers in the cities inspired an uprising that spread throughout

Burma proper. Ne Win formally resigned from the government in July 1988, replaced

by two members of his ruling circle in close success_ion, as miilions marched in the
streets demanding a return to democracy. On September 18, General Saw Maung took

the reins in an insiders' "coup d'etat", citing the need for law and order.

Ne Win is believed to remain in charge behind the scenes. Martial law was enforced,
and demonstrators were targeted by the Burmese Army with the same ruthlessness it
had displayed in the frontier war zone. Two months of uprising produced thousands

of unarmed civilians killed by government troops in Rangoon and other cities.
Following the September crack-down, thousands of students and other urban dissidents
journeyed to the frontiers to join up with the rebels. This continued a brain drain
that had long brought many of "the best and the brightest" of the ethnic minorities
to the jungles to serve as officers and teachers in rebel camps. The newly arrived
students pledged to take up arms against the government. Endemic malaria and other
jungle hardships decreased their ranks, but an armed dissident group, the All

Burma Students' Democratic Front, remains based on the Thai border, and Burmese
students have fought alongside the other ethnic groups battling government
onslaughts en Karen territory during 1989. The new consciousness that people from
all ethnic groups, including most Burmese, aeefighting a common enemy for the

same reason, to end the military dictatorship, may eventually ameliorate the

ethnic tension that has risen from conflict since 1941.

When Saw Maung emerged as junta leader, promising elections after the country was
brought back to law and ordel;6 observers predicted that his army would run out of
ammunition by the year's end.® Burma, impoverished by decades of state mismanagement,
had a 5.3 billion dollar foreign debt and foreign exchange reserves were exhausted.
Saw Maung, with Ne Win ever evident in the background, found a solution in Burma's
natural resources. He sold trade concessions to foreign buyers, mainly for loggigg
and fishing rights. Although most countries, including the major donors -- Japan

and West Germany--had cut off aid to Burma in protest of the killing of pro-democracy
demonstrators, there were many eager takers for what Saw Maung offered. In December
1988, Thailand's Army Commander, General Chaovalit Yongchaiyut, visited Burma. He
arranged for repatriation of Burmese students (who had asked for refuge in Thailand)
and after amicable meetings with Saw Maung, obtained lucrative timber and fishing
concessions for Thai firms with military connections. Thailand's forests had been
logged out to the point of no return and disastrous floods in November 1988 had

led the Thai government to ban all logging nationwide. A rush to make timber deals
with formerly isolationist Burma followed, along with rampant overfishing of

Burma's coastal waters by Thai fleets. U Nu, now an opposition leader, commented,
"Qur forests will disappear. There will be no more fish in our waters." 8

6. London Times, October 9, 1988, "Burma Plots its Revenge on the Army".
7. Japan resumed aid in February 1989.
8. Nation (Bangkok), February 8, 1989, “"Saw Maung Sells Burma to Survive”.



In order to clear the way between Burma and Thailand for trade in teak wood and other
commodities, including narcotics, the 1989 offensive known as the "Teak War" ensued.
Burmese troops put Karen bases and villages under heavy artillery attack. Burma sold
concessions to Thai companies for timber located in Karen rebel territory, and used
the payments to purchase arms (reportedly from Singapore and Pakistan) to use against
the Karens and to maintain order in the cities. The Thai companies paid the Karen
rebels to get the wood out, and the Karens used that money to buy arms to fight off
the Burmese Army. The "Teak War" has resulted in deforestation of teak groves and
tropical monsoon-forest, destruction of wildlife, and increased civilian casualties
and displacement as tribal people are trapped in the crossfire.

This report focuses on the voices of women because, as Asiaweek (July 15, 1989)
stated, "For the women, whether on the frontline or fleeing it, the war has
irrevocably changed their lives." Involved as they are, their voices have been
too rarely heard internationally. In the women's commentaries of this report, one
finds the weariness of those who have lived their lives in the war, and also the
eagerness of those who have just begun to fight it. When interviewed last year,

Mon women soldiers answered the question, "How long do you expect the war to
last?" with replies of from two to three years. This war was.also fought by their
fathers, and in some cases, their grandfathers. Each generation in turn has expected
it to last for two or three years. Could people of the West or Japan imagine
still fighting World War II in 19897

There has been no serious attempt to mediate the frontier war. A few gestures at
negotiation in the past have failed, due to lack of good faith on the part of the
government (ambushes of negotiating delegations, for instance) and factionalism

on the part of the rebel groups. The government has never shown any interest in

a negotiated settlement, and its only concession has been to amnesty rebel leaders
who surrender. In recent years, the National Democratic Front has repeatedly
expressed willingness to negotiate, with a goal of a federal system for
Burma with autonomous frontier areas. The NDF's activities in resolving
conflicts among its own member groups has indicated that they may be
competant negotiators if the government ever agrees to peace talks. In
May 1989, the 10,000 strong Burma Communist Party's leadership was
overthrown by its tribal, Shan and Chinese troops. It is probable that
the ex~BCP members will largely throw in their lot with the NDF,

adding considerably to its negotiating clout.

In May 1989, the Thai government announced that it would sponsor peace
talks between the Burmese government and the rebels. The Democratic
Alliance of Burma, a loose coalition including the NDF, Burmese and
Moslem groups, agreed to participate in the Thai sponsored talks.

Saw Maung rejected the offer, insisting that the Burmese Army would
fight the rebels "until they are eliminated."? Given its involvement

in timber deals it was doubtful that the Thai government would have been
a usefully objective mediator. Thailand has long been entangled in all
aspects of the border trade and would perhaps have manipulated negotiatic
to its own advantage. Sponsorship by the Assdciation of South East

Asian Nations (of which Thailand is a member, and Burma is not) might
have been a more effective alternative.

9. Bangkok Post, May 26, 1989, "Rangoon Rejects Offer for Peace Talks
with Rebels".




Numerous observers and participants feel that there is no possibility
whatsoever of negotiations while Ne Win is still on the scene. His dogged
pursuit of the frontier war is considered personal and indeed pathologica
almost the raison d'etre for his entire political life. Nonetheless,
equally hardline regimes have ended up at the negotiating table, given
enough international pressure, as seen in recent African developments.
The fearsalso exist, justifiedly, that if negotiations were to come about
they would only result in power-mongering warlords "carving up Burma"
amongst themselves and Ne Win. Still, for people living in the frontier
war zone, the best hope for their decent survival is a withdrawal of

the government troops. Any peace talks that could bring that about for
any period of time might be welcome there.

There is little doubt that a democratically elected government of Burma
would make ending the frontier war a high priority. The economic drain
on the country is horrendous. Burma is estimated to currently devote

of 50% of its G.N.P. to the military, which may be the highest such
percentage in the world. The war has made the Shan State the world's:
largest producer of opium, the raw material for heroin, because chaos
and military occupation prevent normal tribal agriculture. Human
resources are wasted on a huge scale as natural resources are
destroyed. Ethnic divisions which would normally be minor have been
magnified into race hatred by the war. Large segments of the population
which normally would have been healthy, educated contributors to
society have been degraded into a bare-subsistence existance.

The frontier war zone has few roads, few vehicles. People have become beasts of
burden, whether carrying ammmition under duress for the Burmese Army or packing
trade goods back and forth between Burma and neighboring countries to make a
dangerous living. A Karen nurse recalled an incident from a past monsoon season:

"I was walking back from a Karen village on the Burma side, with the American
doctor from the hospital. There were many pérters with loads strapped on their
backs, struggling through the mud. We saw one of them slip in the mud. His load
was so heavy that he couldn't get up again by himself. The doctor went to help him,
but he was so weighed down, the doctor -- who was a big strong man -- couldn't 1ift
him. We had to undo the pack first. When he got up, the porter put the muddy pack
on again. I think he was coming down with fever. We walked along with him, slowly,
until we reached Three Pagodas and joined the other porters. I couldn't get it
out of my mind. The poor man down in the mud like an insect. That night I told my
father about it. And my father just said 'That's what war does to people.' "




WHAT YOU CAN DO FCR PEACE IN BURMA:

1. Boycott goods sold by the Burmese regime, and demand that your government impose
a trade embargo on Burma, particularly on commodities such as timber and seafood
which are products of envirommental devastation. U.S. Senate Bill 822 is an example
of legislation for that purpose. Do not buy products made of Burmese teak wood (or teak
wood labelled '"Thailand", it is actually from Burma). Do not go to Burma for tourism,
the foreign exchange from the tours is used by the regime to buy weapons.
Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi has stressed that all foreign countries should
suspend all trade and economic relations with the Burmese junta "until they keep
their promise' to hold free and fair elections. A trade boycott will mnot only
send a message about human rights, it will deprive the regime of money needed
for arms and ammunition with which to prolong the war. Investigate companies in
your country which have dealt with the Burmese regime, and urge them to stop doing
so. Find out if your govermment or companies in your country are sending arms,
or goods that can be diverted for military purposes, to Burma, and if they are,
pressure them to stop doing so. Examples include the West German company Fritz

~ Werner's resumed supply of industrial equipment, and the Japanese program
providing Hino truck components which have been used in Burmese Army vehicles.

2. Contact your govermment. Write to representatives (Senators, Congresspersons,
Members of Parliament), urging them to support legislation embargoing Burmese goods,
to make efforts to mediate the war, and to provide relief aid to civilian refugees.
Contact your State Department or Foreign Ministry about these issues, and your
country's United Nations delegation.

3. Groups doing emergency relief work for civilian refugees welcome your
contributions of money and goods {such as medicine, clothing and school supplies).
The Burma Coordinating Group is a consortium of Non-Govermmental Organizations

in Thailand (from several countries) which provide ongoing aid to civilian
refugees from the Burma frontier war. Religious and secular NGOs are represented
in the BRG. For information, contact Burma Coordinating Group, c¢/o Therese M.
Cacuette, Jesuit Refugee Serwice Asia-Pacific, 88/1 Soi Luecha 1, Phaholyothin Rd.,
Bangkok 10400, Thailand. Addresses for Tribal Refugee Welfare and Burmese Relief
Centre are provided in the '"Voices" section of this report.

4. Join human rights organizations and encourage their Burma related efforts.
Some suggested groups include: Amnesty International (1 Easton Rd., London WCIX 8DJ,

U.K. or 322 8th Ave., New York NY 10001 USA), Survival International (310 Edgware Rd.,
London W2 4DY U.K. or 2121 Decatur Place, NW, Washington D.C. 20008 USA),

Cultural Survival (11 Divinity Ave., Cambridge MA 02138 USA), The Anti-Slavery

Society (180 Brixton Rd., London SWP 68AT, U.K.), Buddhist Peace Fellowship

(218 Liverpool Rd., London N1 U.K. or P.0. Box 4650, Berkeley CA 94704 USA).

[t is suggested that these ‘and other groups should seek to encourage the International
Committee for the Red Cross, UNICEF and the UNHCR to find ways to operate relief
efforts in the actual war zone of Burma.

5. Keep informed about Burma and write to your local and national news media calling
attention to the war in Burma. If you see news stories about Burma, photocopy them
and send them to government representatives, organizations and other contacts.

6. Urge your friends, colleagues, family, students, teachers, to take the above
actions for peace in Burma.
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PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

The Frontier War mist end. The war against ethnic minorities in
Burma by the Ne Win/Saw Maung (S.L.0.R.C.) regime must end.

For too long our sisters have suffered the attrocities in this
ethnic war. Our sisters have suffered rape, torture and murder and there
are some who have suffered as porters for the Burma Army. Our sisters
want to live in peace Jjust like us in Australia.

: We also see s0 many of our children caught up in drugs, drugs from
the Golden Triangle. American helicopters and 2.4.D and money to stop the
drugs is a waste of time and money. Only PEACE can stop the drug trade.
The Civil War in Burma nust stop.

Forty yeafs of fighting for freedom and democracy, right to free
elections and a political system that respects all races, their culture
and their freedom to worship must be respected.

The only thing that is stopping PEACE is the Ne Win/Saw Maung regi:
who wants to stay in power at the expense of thousands of people from Burg

To bring the regime down to its senses, all aid and trade must be
stopped, once the regime has lost all support and has no funds, it will
be forced to negotiate for peace. The United Nations, backed by other
nations who believe in peace and democracy and not on the almighty dollar
should be made to mediate and bring peace to Burma so that she may bloom
again like the lotus of the East.

A3 a women, I am tired of reading and hearing of the killings

against freedom fightera and peaceful demonstratoras for peace. Down with
the brutal, dictator regime of Burma. We women want PEACE — NOW!

ﬂ’MQtwil.
(Mrs C.V. Allmark)
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PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

LY .
As a Burmese woman im exile,I wpuld like to add my say to what is
happening in Burma right now.

My life in Burma was short, but memories are long. My country of
birth did not recognize the rights of its ethnic people and there-
fore did not recognize the rights of it's own ethnic minority
(The. Burmans).

Today we hear the Burmese students are being killed by their own
Army, which bears me out. My role today is that of Refugee
Education Co-Ordinator of the Tribal refugee Welfare in S. E. Asia.

I am trying to send educational books to the schools that are
situated in the Refugee Camp areas and if possible to those who
would like to continue to learn over the border in Burma.

There are schools there as well ag the students who are on the
frontline who is fighting with their new found allies the other
ethnic minorities, the Karen, Karenni, Mons, and others more.

I have been given a request to help them to supply their " JUNGLE
UNIVERSITY " with text books from Australia. )

We may help them till the desired result is achieved, but in the
mean time, death lurks around the corner feor them.

Any Doctors reading this, I ask you to please help in any way

you can, for they would like Medical Books, Medicines and most of
all the knowledge that you care what is happening to them. They
would also like any teaching aids of models use for demonstrating
medical points to other students. ~

At the moment they are relying on recently qnaiified vets for
treating the human patients.
May we see some qualified Doctors to help them in this.

Thank you.

DEBORAH A. PETERS.
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Name /s Corinna E. Allmark Nationality Australian

Profession Housewife Organization {if any)

title/rank/position (if any)
Address 6/71 Tendring Way, Girrawheen W.A, 6064

PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

LY
Whenhever I am asked from where I've come from, I ask myself the same
question. I'm ashamed to say I'm Burmese, so hopefully my European
ancestory can make me proud of being part of a civiliaation that shows
freedom, peace, human rights, humanitarian and respect for one another -
----= it spells DEMOCRACY,

The Burmese Civil War is an embarrassment which has been gping on
for forty long years! Who suffers??? Women and children ~-- people with
no right to their own destiny and life is cheap, so cheap to the Ne Win

Saw Maung (S.L.0.R.C.)} regime.
When will the small minority of military egotisgical; money hungry

power mongers called MAN ever going to listen to the cries of us women
and children? DAMN ALL WHO makes others suffer to gain their own ends.

Children shackled together and buried in pits, women raped and bamboo
poles put through their bodies, used as porters and mine detectors, when
is it going to énd??

If that's the heritage my son's gbing to get and learn about, he will
be my first gnd last child I am going to bring into this world.

= =l

(Corinna E. Allmark)
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WOMEN SPEAK QUT FCR PEACE IN BURMA.

INDEPENDENT SENATOR FOR NUCLEAR
SINCE JULY 1985.

A SUBMISSICN FROM JO VALLENTINE,
DISARMAMENT, FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

There are two main problems associated with the conflict on the frontier
in the international community, primarily because no great '

power interests are involved. The second, is that the Burmese

Government has shown no interest in using a third party or

mediation to achieve a settlement.

I would suggest that the best way to proceed is an international

campaign to make known what
followed by pressure on the
offices of a Third Party to

is happening in the area concerned,
Burmese Government to use the good
reach a settlement, much as a

settlement has been reached - using the United Nations - in
Afghanlstan-and_Namlbla, or through the mediation of Zaire, in
the Angolan Civil War. this month. Other examples include the All
Africa Council of Churchesg in the Southern Sudan some years ago,
although sadly the settlement did not last ; the arbitration of
the Pope in the Beagle Channel islands dispute between Argentina
and Chile in 1982 ; and the League of Nations in the Aland
Islands dispute between Sweden and Finland after the First World
War.

It is particularly important to involve Thailand in this process,
and possibly India, Bangladesh, Laos and China.

T am aware of the fact that one of the other main obstacles is
the lack of unity between some of the groups in conflict with the
government in Rangoon, but from outside, I cannot pass judgement
or intervene. There is also the role of the drug trade which is a
major factor but that should be considered in the context of
deyeloping'alternative cash crops and a peace settlement.

[OUvo  Stmeriel

)~
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Name MES. MARIP KAYW Nationality KACKIN. BI2MA
Profession BUSINZSS JCHAN Organization (if any) AN

title/rank/position (if any)  MEMBER (' non Burman Na’cionaiities,
Address CHIANGMAT , THAILAND,

PEACE IN BURMA — ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR -
In the settlement of peace in Burma my Idea

“is the.ho year long c¢ivil war is the main cause for Burma’s problem. In order
to achieve Internal peace the civil war should be brouzht to an end.As far as
the.frontier is concerned ,there should have understanding between the Indige-
nouse ethnic minorities and The ﬁangoon Regime, The frontier should be ended
through a pelitical process.ﬁuréa was granted it's independence by The Britis
in 1948. Since then civil war broke out 'and various groups of etknic minoritie
have been waging arm-revolutions in the country, The ﬁeople of Buraa could see
no tenefit of freedom.Burma’s éxistant governments could not pu£ the civil waf
into an end., It was only extended and spreaded throuzkout the country like fire
Demonstrations have beea taking places several times in the cities. The peoples
shoved their desire.through pe%ceful maners. However ,'they were brutly Qrpress
ed by the government.They were given deaf ears by the governaent. Last year, un

a 1arge participated a general strike and cried fo

presently, the population

democracy. But,eveniually military junta shamelessly comritted massacre and th

peaceful demonstration was jnvain, So that the present the People never trust t

military junta and any orposition group as well.The people lost there tolerance

| and confidence on the oppossitions. Their only desire is to put up their proble

unanimously to The United Nation,Therefore,the entire population of Burza are

U.N’s helping hand to settle a lasting peace in

Faithfuylly
(Mari ﬂ‘A.L‘.-b"

just looking forward to the

Burma. Thank You,



Name . Mrs, " VMarip LU Nationality ”'l;:A(‘E'[H, nrrpv_ﬁ

Profession Schonol Teacher Organization (if any)
title/rank/position (if any)
Address CHTANGMATI, THATLAND,

PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

Date... 27, 6. 1989.-

My name is Marip Lu. I was graduated in Rangoon University
in 1974, with a Bachelor Degree of Geography. .. Soon after my
graduation I became a échool teachér..I worked in a State Highir
School in Myitkyina, Kachin State, up to last year general strike.

Through my past experienced as a government service woman
I have seen clearly that how the Rangoon Military was deteriorated
the country. I believe every Burma watcher may also see the sanme
scene I do, The long time‘ Suffering peorles of Burma are very
argently wanting to be freed from the yoke of the military regiae.

So, my sincere feeling is, to get true and lasting peace in

Burma, THE UNITED NATION shoud tackle the problem as so0n as

possible. Thank ¥You,

Faithfully

¥ATIp Lu)
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As a human being and & peace loving Karen woman I now véntur
to present uy feallng end ideas on the subject of Peace in Burma - Lndlng
the Frontler War, - _

'ﬁy”huéband's involvement in 1974 uprising which ocecured in
Rangoon brought ds to the Karen Revolutionary areas, branded by fhe Burme:
rnlltary Govgrnment a: “the blac¢ arca. -1'd b en 8 ¢city Karea wowan and:~
never had kloun the lives of the Karen peOylu in the Revolutlonaly arees.

It 15 no. wonder tnat the Karen peuple 1n cltles or towns could never have

| known the llvas of Ka“en people in the junble., mhe Burmusc Hllttacy

i

Goverumunt s;r1Culy cut the connectlon of these two g*an“ of ﬂaren peoplt

Our Karun leacers posted my husband as the head 01 tae dis-

.. .trict Educatlun Department and .at the sane ‘time they asked me to help

teathng the chlldren in the schopl, I started the school 1n 19?6 with
30 children and twolteuchérs included myself. qostly all the children
cane from the revﬂlutionists' fumilies, The vwar between the Karen and
the Burmese Military Governnent is growing worse,and worse each year, Tof
day there Afé 610 stuéenté with 24 ﬁeachers and two office staffs in hy
school, and' about 0% ‘of the students are the chlldren who came from th
frontler v111agus where flghtln” frequnntly occurad. The Bu“mebe Iullta“
Government brdnded thls arca as the Brown area. For them, the Karen
people from the black and brown areas are their preys. The 3Burmese soldi
have been holding the orden from the governsent that says they aust tertu
ard killed the Karen people in the brﬁwn areas. And thousands and thousan
of Karen had_been aiready tortured and killed.

My life was totally changed in this jungle. My awmbitious was
not to be a teééﬁer.' But I've learneo to be a teacher and already bcen a
teuchér more:thaﬁ e decade. Now ny symopathy and love for thea is over-

flewing. I love to teach these innuvcent children how to become pesce
loving hunan being. - SR S -

E. L. Lone



Wi{;-_ﬁ - Thg Burmese Mili tary Gpnernment'v efxcrts to Eunlhllﬂtu the ﬂhxer

B is st,ongur 81ncL theyﬁthe tactlc of attacklng ‘the Karen Wlth the

- 7

. o .

I've recorsded,background history of every students. 24% of
these StUdthS lost ocae of their parents. 18% of then are'orphans.-thneu

the Burmese soldiers enter a Karen village they tortured and Lllled all tr
Karen men they'd seéen and raped tle women before killing tham, They even
réped the pregnant women . They took whatevar they like and destroyed the

thlngs tbey can not carry away.

f-'__-_-——.I
L——-—-——"'—__ :

“Four cut operatlon“ These four cuta are cuttlng our 1ines ro; stplylng

: prov1glong, cuttlng the contact between the revolutlonarles; cuttlnm

financial income hndlre ources and cuttlnﬁ the heads from th e Karen people‘

To make therour cuts operation successful the Burwese military Governmcnt

'-"1S‘Uan” stronw SUpprGDS“VL ‘measures. When the Burmeae troops enter-a - -

_v1llage they flrst shoot the v111a5e1g wio. trled to escape. Then they

‘arrested vnllagarg and made false accugatlons on them. After that they

tortured and kllled them. They destroy the flclds of crops planted by the
v111agcrs and eat thelr grain anad livestock. They cdptured v1llagers and
made them to carrj heavy loads as portﬂrs for the Burmbse soldlers. They 3

‘even 1orce the pregnant women to be pertecs,
: Tke childZen of my scheol who came from the brohn area hac seen

_ all thesa things wlth thelr own eyes. They hav= had bltter experlances w1t

the Burmese trooPa. Thls war has really planted hatred 1n the hearts of tt
innocent cnlldron. How can I teach thea to become peace lov1ng huaan belns
So I would very muuh Iike the Burmese military Goverument to end this crui
war. To end the war it is totally depending on the Burmese mllltarj

Governmcnt.

€.L.Lone



>

The Ykren ere much mors thun a national mlnorlty. We are a nat;on .
with a population not less than 7 million and we have &all the essentisl
gualitiss of a nation. But because of this war we vere cut off from all
prograsa, c1v111satlon and the rest of the world, end we were gradually
reduced to backward h111 tribes or minority group. The Karen are human belng

1n this . wopaerfu\world By natu“e, Karen &rs 51mple qu1et unassumln* and

__peace 1ov1ng people. we do not want to klll or to be kllled. We hate War,

But we have been GDLTGGG to fight for our very exlstance and survival.,“ B
hen we compare two totally dlfferdnt thlngs, tngre is e Burmese
éaying, " 1t 15 totallv different like oil and water", the Burmese- mllltary
Government raC“lVbd 1axge amounts of foreign ald, including mllltury aid .
from many coantrlﬂs whlle ‘the Karen Govnrnaunt Lad to stand on_its own feet
and flght back w‘thout ald of any klnd lrom any o»her country. Tnerefore
to stop th;s blttur War 1t all oupcndq on the Burnese mllltary uDVDrnﬂenu.
| Afew years ago the Battslion Comuander of our district abked ae to

admlt 80 youn* solidders into my schoul, who were too young and not_elxglole

:to oecomn solldurs yut. Their ages were beuuecn 8 to 17. TLcy were all froom

'the broun area. I colluctua each o? thclr bacraruund hlstory. most of tnem

'came from puasaut famllles. they have saen all the kllllnga 1oot1ngs and

——— _ » ~— e et i e e

frug}nS’unth th01" eyes. These chltdren are too young to aufie“ the untoL
"ﬁiéerxe st The hacdq of tba Buraase uulltary Governxe ent. Thcy ave not
mature yet. Thev have only one thxng in thelr minds, They uanued revenge
bondltlbns were se unbearable that these ch;ld:en wented to takc up
guns and flght 5] k the Buxmnsc trocps. If the war is st¢1l go~n° on,
I will have to adm“t hore chx‘dlen 1ike these yosung ﬂoldleos. I will,
have nore orphans in my scbool It is too painful for me 1o thlPk sbout

-thelr future.

E.L. Lorne



4 24
The Burnese xilitary Governmént not only heve pradtiseﬁ the
tzotics of annihilation, absorption snd assimilation upcn the Keren but
alse upoa the other nationalities such a3s Kachin,‘Karenni, Lak®, Mon,
Pa~0, Pa;laung, Shan, Ua.and arakanese. If the Frontier war eads all the
othﬁic races in Burma, will have their respectiﬁe independent state and
eéveryoune in Burma will shrely becouwe pcace loving human boings and mske
| the world ﬁq;e beautiful, | |
' ~ 75% of the children in wy schooi have never been tb Burma towns
Qr‘fhai cities. These children nsver seen a train or areoplane in thesir
.iivaa. They are human beings in this world. If the Qar still goes on I
am sure they will aver kaowzwhat other childven in this world can enjey
in.Eheir lives. S g ‘
iife in this malaria infected area is very hard for tlie childce
Cfery chilé has been attacked by malarig. Many have glresdy Gied from
malafia aaé other seriqu ilinessea. Lack of food and medicine 50 the
¢hildren cannﬁt avolid %1lnes$es. How can tLey enjoy life when-sickness
knocks at their door all the time.
Thus, I beg all the human rixhts organizations, huuan rights
activists to draw an attention to this case and urge the Burmese militar

Governrent to end the Frontier war 2ad bring peace to Burma.

E.L. Leme



Name Amkwa)’f LEIC_A Nationality RRITIS H
Profession “TEACHER, Organization (if any) -
title/rank/position (if any) -

Address -

PEACE TN BURMA ~ ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

I am a Western woman married to a Burmese rebel. My husband
is an ethnic Burman, but is struggling alongside the ethnic minority
rebels against the military dictatorship for democracy and human
rights. He, like all the minority rebels, and all the Burmans
taking refuge in the frontier areas, are prepared to sacrifice
their lives for their cause, and will never give up their struggle.

My husband's camp is now being bombarded daily with over a
hundred mortar shells by the Burmese Army. Their attack has so
“far been unsuccessful, but if they take the camp, my husband will
just move to another jungle area and continue the struggle from
there, as he has been doing for the last 20 years.

In other words, all the Burmese Army military attacks are totally
futile. They can never "wipe out" the rebels as they claim. The
military regime is selling off all the country’s natural resources
to pay for senseless destruction.

The only hope for an end to the war is for all foreign countries
to stop trading with Burma. Only then will the military regime not
have enough money to buy arms., and they will be forced to concede to
the rebels’' demands for democracy and human rights.

Some of the Burmese students taking refuge in
Karen territory. Their camp is now under threat of
*attack by the Burmese Army.




Name . Myint Thin Nationality Kerenien
Profession House's Wife Organization (if any) -
title/rank/position {if any) -

Address N '

"~ PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

To develop of a country's economic and social condition,peacg is the most
importaﬁf fundamentai;To dzy we the people who are living iﬁ Burma we need
peace to restope’? the country which wés collapsed and déstrpyed by the
Burmese military regime.,Burma has became the pooresi country in the world,
because mést all the Burmese budgéf had spent fin military operation in killin;
and destruction of mnation.Still along Chinese and Thai'g.border Burmese
military regime increasing launchs it military openztioﬁ ggainst the minoriéy
peoples,capture alots of civ%liaﬁs end force them as porters.People are
neglect of their farm work besides they were killed without compensation.
Along the borders thousands and thousands of civilians had left their native
fled to ather countries and lived in displaced person.

Sew llaung and his military regime clain that they will wipe out insurzents
within two years,but it is impossible in the fiéld.As the Burmese militarj
launching serious its-operation the more.people are geéting'killings and.

the country plunged in misery. We would like to request the develbped éhd
industrilésed countries pull harder pressure on Burmese militar& rezime by
stoping completely all aid to them and force them to solve the problem in
the means of politic.bivilians are living under the miéery of civil war for
more tﬁan fourty years,so that we are tired of it ,and now we need peace

40 restore our nation.We want democracy for every one as well as eqﬁality

for every nation,so that we could achieve peace and prospectrity.



Name Mi Chan Nationality Mon
Professipn Farmer Organization (if any) _Ni1
title/rank/position (if any) il

Address __ WiwiAMd, Ye Township Mon State, Burma,

PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

lyl.nameisni(!han.lha‘\.ze learnt only inp primary school, IEw I was
brought up at eSS village in Ye Township. We earn our lives by growihg paddy.
Government army arrive a"h our village sometimes., They treat us very 'Badly beaause b
7 they zccusse us that 'we-a.ra connected vit]h revolutionary forces. ':héy arrested
every young men snd'i‘ornﬁ; them to.be poriers . They use the youhg men =as mine
cleaners in front of thej:;' tro}.aps. They make a lot troubles to young women and
commi t rope.Y would like{gto gell about my"bit'hen‘: experences from the ¢ivil war.
One of my husband's legs was ﬁpu&ated after he had stepped o;.'z a land mine when
he was forced to carry ampunitions of Govercment troops three years ago. My younger
brother was drawn and dead when his boat,whichcarried some soldiers of Government ,
was ambushed last year.Last ¥wo years ,all houses and paddy barns were 'burnt. down
when the fighting between Government and Revolutionary forces took pleace.
Sometimes Revolutionary forcese®® arrive in ou::‘villa.ge. They do not do any
harms t0 us. they traat us very well.inything they waﬁtgd. they/gl'%:: value, They only
a.\v"e. us.political - speeches. about their struggling for equal right and self-determimb—

tion.It is right there 1s no equal right and the gthnics grougs lost their right ofe

gself-determination, The Government do no%t recognize their equal right and self-deter-
mination. The Government follows the policy of elimination of all minority groupsty
forces. Ido not believe that the fig ting could bring the peace to '.Bu.ma,.mxe:;tthe_

Govermment have already launched a forty years old long civil war, it could/meet it's ’

goal,yet, I deeply belleve that only negotiation could bring the 1irue peace to

Bhurma.
So we would like to requestad &1l the good will people of the world o

bring the peace to Burma by persuadging the Saw Maung Government to throw away it's

stupid policy and"to sit down face few to faee with the Revolutionary forces for

true Pazce ,
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PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

e cavrd Lo o Guon CKDUJV\E:;},k?bQLUL L Stce Lﬁiﬁqﬁ’
AT Qﬂcaxv\»~éﬂ£?77yaa)us Aol anel e ol vowr L\g«zl.k>xx5L0u»~ Gw
eonlion (Roan B4y O Ln%fa\a,fa (:LLA/»AQ:Lf4;1]3 mncan l:ii&xnj
OrAee Q5U¢\-CADL&Ava;:;j,L¢)a$>CYV~Q, IL4J>;LQR“J> c”:““\¥]3:iﬁz’1ﬁf\f>ﬁh
. F(ﬂlbb\,& C,},lt\i.' %{N\L\,’vv\mxzv]:; Chuae Q)D\,LW[;\—}, L\ﬁmt 2o onane €

' e [>re Lot CiJU\JQ/LJJFI_C‘ CAJQAxV&JEZZT} o~ e voordel
jSwl‘owAB (Ay\/\cdex B e da it lelive }mu,.m& L
e Colooe (3J)f\ﬂwA;yLAjziﬁJL}C;thﬁf~I}L e (JLClLﬁvv:LA¢\1 s
‘Sb ﬂ:-b (O,QDJ[.—MB‘&&}E) M %)ULUZ/ CV\E UNNANALA :quit\_; (FSNaV N
‘&uLfEDhJUSQAJ;I(\f&“ukigk¥}uﬁ/\3,(5LLN,jLL t)ﬁ&fVNf»QELiiij cﬁj1;\na31\[:31)._
onern vy A Cheanns e lie sy onnd
bl €onmn Che Swn Lo liiny, s Tule alble Tu e,
[t;{, (\/\ffkdl;a[zlxﬁ_}g<j4JLAf:[;~ (,G>\/\ﬁ-1514L£3L11\1/~5\nuse, C,CYNAvxntL_(;::
)\JL0~1LJ}L,Ekpufdukﬁe,r\nv~a»bt‘(:kélﬂlf'L\GNAP*} v hrennd LnlE
fi»t,r>24:rix_ Koo EET-CQ1DTT-CE~{/\Glﬂu\Cﬂknru\l—CJT—'f\f\/\jgl:LI;;Aﬂ—} gu
Glininl ™ all C"l’m peeple tan G ugu,\JIAP GOt Cugrinnd -
fLL;bf\ﬁv\A;L;[E;L\}CTLl\ﬁu[L :éﬁc;*th, c;&\C\ﬂv&&Eb t;e»Lac.CngLgftﬁd Lﬁ3\“qT?A
hanan Ly ANAAL cgtuzxalxn.rt§9~n-_Qn\AQJL .




JTr——n

i ol §




NAME _. MI CHAN MOX Bationality ---MON

Profession ___ TEACHZR Organization __PRIMARY SCHOOL ,M§e¥M VILLAGE,
" YE TOWNSHIP, i

$1tle/rank/pobition(if any) _ PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHER.

Address_ ) 7 .

PEACE IN BURMA — ENIING THE FRONTIER WAR
1 was born in 1966, and brought wp in a small va,llage named - ~in YE
Pownshipy about 270 miles away inthesouth from Rangoon,capital ¢ity of Burma.

My parents earn their living as farmers.

The civil war was going'on since I was young.The follow1ng is some of my
expirience, ' .

Ne Win vaernment;s troops. often enter into our-village., Sometime they
come across with MON revelutionary forces and skirmishes occur,MONsoldiers
always make their way out from the village for fear that the clash would caue

danger to the villagers,From time to time the Ne Win troops accuse that our
villagers are insurgent's sympathizers and those healthy and strong are szrad
arrested and they have to serve as porters, These porters are always loaded

with heavy artilléry shells going in front of the troops to be used as

bullet- cover and mine - sweepers, In the village veglitables , pig , chicken
etc. are taken by these troops without paying any charges to very often.

' Many village—girls are sexually assaulted some being raped and some being
killed., Some Yaluébles and belongings of the villages are seldom robbed off.
We,allthe villagers are always under hardship during the stay of the troops
in our village. This is the general situation of our village, From ny
childhood and up to this date ,this situation is not yet changing,

In Summer 1987, my father was arrested b¥ a troop from 61 st. Battalion,

stationed in Ye, They took him to the junglé. About 2 months later he was

sent baqk home, But he was severely wounded in his right hand. He told us that
he had to carry heavy 81 mm motar shells and to go in front of the troops in
the Jungle. Unlakily, in an ambush by the MON soldiers he was shet in the
right hand. The Ne Win's troop took him to a near by village and told him to
stay with villagers. They gave him completely nothing not any food, money., We
immediately took him to the hospital where his right hand was mnaveidably
chopped off, My fétber became a disabled man, He can no longer work as usual,
More hamdship besets on our family.



%

Again in April 1989 , Ne Win's troop about 40 strong(from 61 st battalion
came to our villageid=deSaneess booidtngmy-henstto selze the surplus paddy
from farmers., Before entering into village they come across with some of MON
soldiers and they exchanged gun-fire for a few moment , No casuality on both
sldes. But Fe Win's troop took it as a secret plot by the villagers and they

were extremely angry. So the result was the burning down of the villagel
15 houses, includiﬁg my house were burnt down to ashes, A1l the house-owners
were forced to sée the burning houses with bare hands, Not any aid from the
local government authorities was rushed to the fire-victims, In stead, Kind
Villagers built up small huts for the homeless peoples and some necessities
such as food, cloth and medicine were provided. Untill now, we are leading
a poor life in a small hut,-but thanks to our Kind Villagers{

Our rural area of Ye township is listed as "Black area“ by the local govenmmi
ent authorltzes. They regard it as insurgent!s aera.s0 ﬁ %fh g troop treat
us asg insurgen+ .8 family or relatives, . , ,
- In cur aera gkirmishes, ambushes, clashes etc, between Khe Ee win's troop
and the MON lidbration army are very common, The plight of the. villagers become
greater and greater —w—,

I,may be my fellow villagers %oo, pray for peace before the sacred
Buddha Image every day. Irhope that oﬁe day our God would bless us!, But this
is only my wishful thinking, Inreality, Peace can be at hand only when the
civil war is over,

I am of opihhon that the war can only be over by means of peace negotia~
tion, Insurgents, as Government termed it, ard in reality national freedom
fighters. They are fighting for their right, So through peace'negotiation the
best settlement could be achieved, So, the present Saw Maung Government shou)
imitiate the call for peace parley. We, all the people in Dumma should stage
peaceful demostration and voice out for realization of PEACE NEGOTTATION] We

cordially call to all of the democracy-loving peoples all over the world for
“HELP "



Name THET THET WIN Nationality _BURMESE
Profession CIVIL ENGINEER Organfzation (if any) ALL BURMA STUDENTS'
title/rank/position (1f any) COMMITTEE MEMBER DEMOCRATIC FRONT

Address SHAN STATE, BURMA
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PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

THE ONLY WAY TO GET PEACE IN BURMA IS BY FIGHTING.

IN TAUNGGYI LAST YEAR I ORGANISED A GROUP TO DEMONSTRATE
PEACEFULLY FOR DEMOCRACYj; BUT IT WAS NO USE. ON THE DAY
AFTER THE SEPTEMBER 18 COUP IN TAUNGGYI SOLDIERS SHOT
AND KILLED ABOUT 40 PEOPLE. SO I FILED TO THE JUNGIE.

I HAVE BEEN LIVING IN THE JUNGLE SINCE THEN, ORGANISING
RESISTANCE TO THE MILITARY REGIME.



Name Ms Marti Patel Nationality Australian

Profession Ph.D. candidate Organization {if any) Macquarie University, Australi
title/rank/position (if any) Co-ordinator of BRC (Bummese Relief Centre)

Address P.0.Box 48, Chianc Mai University, Chiang Mai 50002, Thailand

PEACE IN BURMA - ENDING THE FRONTIER WAR

I came to Thailand in June 1988 as an anthropology student. Soon after, following the
coup in Burma last September, I became involved with the refugees who fled to the Thai-
Burmese border. This involvement crystallized into an NGO called the Burmese Relief
Centre (BRC). BRC was formed as a reaction to the inhumane conditions Burmese students
and civilians were ftorced to live in due to civil war in their country. These people
arrived in the most desperate condition I have ever experienced. Overnight, we learned tc
cope with severe health and social circumstances. Besides the lack of food, shelter and
clothing, we were faced with serious health disorders such as malnutrition, malaria, dyse

tery and skin diseases.

During the period as a volunteer on the border, I visited the student border camps on
several occasions. I have had direct contact with several pro—democracy supporters as wel
as porters who escaped from the Burmese military ammy. I have also met several of the eth
minority members, such as the Karens, who have been fighting for their basic rights for
over forty years. These miniority groups have been providing sanctuary to the students.

It is extremely difficult to express the feelings that have accumulated since my involven
in the Burmese trontier war. In brief, I find it hideous. BRC is assisting pecple who are
fighting for their basic human rights, the very rights we often take for granted in the
West. Such rights include the access to free and fair democratic elections, education,
health services, staple foods, housing, employment - in short - basic subsistence needs.

For the past two months, the Bunmese army has been ruthlessly destroying all of our wort
in the attempt to completely wipe out both the students and the Karens. "In recent battle
at Mawpokay, Klerday and Maetawaw, Rangoon troops have adopted heavy shelling tactics,
often shooting over 300 shells a day. With each shell costing about US$ 100, and with the
outcome of each battle simply being the occupation of an empty camp, it is clear that th
military regime think that public money is theirs for the taking® {DAWN, ABSDF newslette
May 1989:6). The aim ot this destruction, in my view, 1is blatantly selfish in the regime
desire to conduct cross-border trade, particularly in Burmese teak. The fact that Burma !
sold almost a million tons of timber to Thailand is evidence of this. Not only are the te
forests and hence environment at stake, but peoples lives are being needlessly sacrificex
in the process.

The consequences of the frontier war are yet to be felt on the other side of the border
In November 1988, hundreds of people died in Thailand as a result of deforestation. What
will be the outcame in the oncoming years? Up until now, Thailand has boasted of contr
over malaria and other diseases. Now these diseases are rapidly spreading across the bor
in a fresh new wake.

As a citizen ot a democratic country, I find it very difficult to tolerate such inhumane
conditions just to feed the coffers of the Burmese military regime. As an anthropologist
I am watching the genocide of an ethnic minority. The concerned citizens of the world ha
a major role to play and must help to put an end to this war. Without natural resources

without people, what are we?
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IA Silent Revolution nsu
B R s OrS
[ THREE PAGODAS PASS, Burma, ! it e dt

. R
June 23 — It would be easy to make ’
jight of the Mon revolution. -t
A silent struggle, devoid of vielenl
glamour, it does not figure on soli- |
. darity posters in the West; there are
{ no videos or folk songs or fund-rais-
ers. . s 4 . R :,. : . ~-_‘_
The commanding general of the
‘patchwork Men National Liberation it
! Army -~ barely 3,000 men and women : : 2 i 3 sy
.. tholding out for regional autonomy in ; ; : .
! Burma — laughs softly as if at an ab- -
I"surdity when asked if he pets any help
“frorn abroad, His troops hitch rides to
‘Bangkoktobuyarms. . 7§
* A young combatant, leading vigi- " E
! {ors fo the general’s jungle headquar- 3
ters a few miles from this Men-con-
trolied border town, plops through
_mud and underbrush in laceless old °
shoos too large for his slender feet. - .
- When the visitors reach the camp, "’
the general, Taw Mon; is busy - con-" .
ferring with monks. The field hospital
. across the clearing relies on butlock -
carts for ambulances. v T T
_But then, while everybody waits for - -
the general-to finish his religious dis- "
course, the young soldiers begin to
talk about what has brought them
_into the ranks of a cause older than '
they are, It is the restoration of some =
self-government "to the ‘Mons of : ; 3 ; E e
Lower Burma, deseendants of a once- 3 o ; ; S !
_mighty and cultured Southeast Asian
empire that predated the rule of eth-
nic Burman kings and brought Bud-
dhism to a land now hallmarked by -
pagodas, e mttAT UL L
' Other Minorities Rebel .05
. While most of the four million eth- _
nic Mon in Burma have opted to live
with Rangoon since hindependenceiin T
1948, others — perhaps 100,000, - in- P
cluding children P support an armed - o A ; . : Burma’s f‘?b?!,'hftd bpr-‘
resistance, living in small villages ° der areas, hauling away naturall rgsources_and. weakening an already |
!ike this in areas beyond the central “* pattered economy. The Mons collect a 5 percent “ay" on contraband. .
_Government’rscontrol. P T A L LR ——— TN S S P A S S
£ The depth of commitment among [ T.num it e e T i I SR EO AR i 1
young Mon men and women who join - Win Government its most persistent ' teak houses and a small res .
 the rebel army — many born after .. military problems. They also further along the mountainous
Gen. Ne Win, an- ethnic Burman,” -~ weaken -an already battered econ- Sangkhlaburl, =517 SR
seized power in 1962 andputanendto ° omy,” &s smugglers pass through = Increasingly, Burma’s guerrilla
further discussion of regional au- these rebel-held border territories, generals and their political counter-
: tonomy — Is echoed all around the ~ hauling away in trucks and carts and  parts say they want 2 chance to talk
country’s borders by other ethnic mi; . on the backs of porters, Burma’s " with the Ne Win Government, not
{ norities whose battles go on apainst - gems, cattle, rubber, timber and, far- . ‘about independence, but about a
allodds., > oo Rl T ther north, its opium and heroin. i3 =, measure of autonemy for traditional
£ .“There are at least nine ethnic re- .- : The fortunes of the ethnic armies homelands. In return, they could offer .—
“gions like ours,” a young Mon guer- ... rise and fall, but the smuggling goes *safe borders and some hope _ofAstenm-
‘¥illa from the port of Moulmein said. - on. Trade foutes through Karen terri- - ming the illegal export flow. v
“#*And we are all Burma's colonies.” -, tory, cut by Rangeon’s troops in re- 3§ g —
~* Later, Gen. Taw Mon said: “Our , cent winter offensives, for example, -
“aim is to free our Mon from Burman -, have been replaced by new channels * ;
- chauvinism. Students ‘are coming to , through the Mon state, bringing the '~
join us. We have plenty of patriotic _:guerrillas and their families here in
men. Only gur arms are not enough.” . ' .- the village of Three Pagodas Pass a
t R | Circle of Rebellions - {5 sudden windfall. They have begun to
i R s <=5 collect & § percent Hiax™ on contra- {.
-Karen, Karenni, Kachin, Shan, Wa, ““pand, v noasd 5o s fowm0y e
Chin, Arakanese and other ethnic mi-  *:" Across the border, local Thais have
norities " and  tribes have circled “found the new .routes even more !
Burma with reb;elhgns, giving f!le;_Ne._ “Juérative, to judge by the substantial
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The New York Times/Barbar, Crossetie

"Burma, a Mon rebel 's.trbhg'-z

 Smugglers’ trucks in Three Pagodas Pass,
- " hold. Smugglers are ‘allowed to pass through
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teader, aaid urban Karens were afraid to
get involved in the movement. “I they are
discovered doing anti-government activi-
tics,” he said, “they are put into solitary
cells, and their relatives are tortured and
As in most guerrilla wars, most victima
have been civilana. The effort to cut off
the rebels from popular support has led to
n policy that refugees say invelves mur-
dering villagers, looting acd flattening their
homes, and gathering survivers in strategic
hamlets. Males are forced to carry the

need a political solution. But the Rangoon
government appears uninterested Thers
have been only three attempts at negotia-
tiony since the war began, the last with the
Kachins in 1381. Rangoon demanded sur-
render, o e e e ’
Burna could be subject to outside pres-.
wures to reach a settlement. It is in desper-
ate economic shape and depends on foreign
aid, primarily from Japan and West Ger-
tany. Burma's external debt, moatly soft
Joans from Japan and West Germany, is
$34 billion, and payments scrount for
threequarters of export earnings, Foreign
donars could press Rangoon for a political
settlement to cut its massive military

.- T By LucYy KOMISAR
. It's dry season now in Burma, and
. tha fighting between government troops
"and minority tribes once again is increasing
. in tbe ecuntry’s jungles and mountains.
"...Last month, Rangoon radic reported a
7,000-man government offensive sgaitst
the Karconis in thelr mirzersl-rich home-
land acroes from the northesst corner of
Thailand. Tte radio alse blamed the
Karers, further acuth along the border, for
a bomb explegion that killed eight and
inj e Mandalay-
injured 33 on the N d y-Rangoon nr_mf:! supplies snd function as human
It is 40 yeara since Feb. I1, g8, MifieCetectom. . o :
when the Karens staged natioowids dem- ~ At 2 Karen refugee camp in Thailand, 2
oostrations demanding an independent
Karen state to safeguard their culturs and
religion. That was only cne month after
the British colony gained its independence.
A year later, Lhey took up armsa. After four
dorades, tha war, which now involves
about & dozen other tribes as well as a feres
led by the Burmese Communist Party, is at
astalemats. - . ot
: At Karen headquarters at Manerplaw, a =
collection of wooden houses and training - --
fizlds on ths Moi River bordering Thai-
. land, the Karen's political secretary asid,
: *] think we'l win, becauss in & war
- lika this, if the guerrillas don't lose, then
that means they win™ .

. Stalemate Isn't Victory

But unliks in Afghanistan, there is po : . — . . el 1
P on the government to settle. 39-yenr-old man aquatted in front of a spending. But Burma ia neu in the

: H wood ahack murounded by children. He superpower conflict, so neither East nor
: ]S{:l:“:‘: g m‘h‘:ﬂ:?; to the Y°$‘ said the Burmese had come o his village West pays much attention. Nor do the
ma ntnatbei.n;pnblu to go t?‘;olle eorto 254 shot into his house, killing his sister rebels elicit much interest among humani- -
et o s B et o, and wounding a brother in the leg. He fled. tariangroups. = .o o 0o
Ing over a foot lost to a land mine. ' . Yana, 58 years old, arrived at the camp In an era when guerrillas hire public
Ethng inorities re L ;1. Least . Jast spring. “I was - porter,”™ he said, and relations agencies, the NDF': mum.nu_ond
third of B ‘e 3T mmpor:en le. and th: pantomimed how he was bent double al. sirategy appears unscphisticated and inef-
- yebels claim to contrel mp":;.p';‘a largel most crawlicg through the jungie “One of foctive. It writes letters to U.N. and na-
* yural country. The tably hold at 1 Y iy friends carried bullets. Ha fell down, tional Inaders lncl_occmon.llly sends wit-
. - y probably beld at Jeast 3 i stabbed hirn ' Dessss to hurman rights foruma, such as the

Katvy Fyan

‘.md-ﬁiufl.h-umwryamﬂ: sed to
: " . portars who tried to escape, when caught .
swos, off limits 1o forsignen. .. their fate i unthinkable, They were tor-
Mm_nwmnkntfor fured In many ways™ - L T LA

making forsys against them in Currently, over 20,000 K"”:;: of the

peason and retreating when thn“"mu campa cn the Thal d .
" in t the condli - border.md}hnnoﬁmhu_ythrum
hu= “d'"n' recent yeara nflict as many have sought shelter in rebel areas,
Robert Tuja, a Kachin who is NDF forsign

4l

=% Christian Allies
Another pomible ally are the world's
Christians. Many of the Karens and Ka-
; i chins—and all their leaders—are Chris-
The government, which spenda a third "CCTHATY: said that since lamt eummer, b o ebears converted by Ameri-
#ta Taadget o the oilitary, instituted  Aoout 10000 Keching have fled to Kachin @ and 4
four cuts™ policy: to cut the resistance villages inside China. ~...;5. * gionaries were expelled from Burma in
m income, from popular support, = Moveto Thail 11963, -and the tribes say that Rangoon -
lines of communication, and from igs
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w7 L sgeinst government assauits, but Surnna other teligiows materials and prevents reli.
Lo Ric- " can't defeat the insurgents either, becauss  gious teachers from traveling around the
. cemes, most recently last August when ita’ i can't occupy their land. An American eoumtry, i G TV TN LR
*+” troope temporarily captured the headquar-  woman teaching English snd the Bible ina * - But Karen Prime Minister Ba Thin, 64,
- ters of the Kachins, & tribe in northern Karen village, said, “Last March, the & genial formver sccountant, said the
Burma. -~ - AP =+ Kurens heard Burmese troops were com. - Karens had approached Christian sgencies,
Against government forces of 190000, oo o they moved (the contents of) every but were told they didn't want to got mized
the ten-member National Democratic po(p, ‘gvery hut and also the big saw mifl up in political activities. However, the refu-
Front, set up by the tribes in 1976, deploys . bines into Thailand The Burmess goes in Thailand subsist on aid from Chris-
+_ + about 20,000 regular troops. Two years ag0, “corry in and burned most of the village, tian groups, because Thailand has refused
R to increased attacks by Ran- ;o unt for the church and school. But thay ~ to accord them refuges status. -, "
. #goon, the NDF begun closer cooperation  y,ved only a few days, and then the peopls .~ Although Burma’s dictatorship i up-
- through three regional commands that 0¢- ¢y g back and started again”™ -~ . - popular among ethnic Burmans, an inter
. cagionally combina forces during Operd- . By the early 1970s, the Karens were nal uprising in support of the minorities’
* tions Tt also made a tactical alliance with . o), od from areas_they traditionally in.  csuss is extremely unlikely. Since General
. .the Burmess Communist Party, & TOUP "'}, hited close to Rarigoon in central Burma™ Ne Win took power in & 1962 coup, thers
lad by ethnic Burmana that controls some v,y 600-mie-long thin, barely penetrable, have been only a handful of public pro-
tch of ins, testy,

'+ 7 10000 trooge, st of them tribal minori: 11 sparscly settled sie and il weredonit with harshly.
“ DR e T * yivers, and jungle between the Andaman Last fall's demonetiration ‘of 80% of the '
‘.. .-Still, the Kareoa and their allies can’t " g, oo i - myiA i rgi 22" nation's QUrTen<y, 4 mave believed aimed 3

vl The Karens, in effect, have their inde- ] at black marksteers but which wiped out |

. b - pendent wtats, with electad bodies func.  the aavings “of ordinary people. provoked

" rebels lack arms, ammunition and other 'yionina”on’ villags, district and national protests only by students who had been ™

.. supplies. At Manerplaw, young Me(ruits joi.], They run schools, medical clinies, *caught in the middle of ezama without °

- learned to murch barefoot or lis on the b nher'operations, "eustoms gates™ for tax | money to buy food, iR i T -
gram taking aim with wooden riflea. They yrmygders, and prisons. = P - it

have po heavy artillery, no anti-aircraft L saalii

- * match Burmese milltary strength und have
.. no chance of gverthrowing Rangoon. The

Pty

"% David 52, o former. chemist who ia the
" weapona. " Thers is some war weariness—a wom- Karen's political secretary, said: “There is =

. «n's organization was reportedly vet up Lo 5 Jot of dissstisfaction among the people, -
 The Xare boost morale—-but thers “are also bew  but the people in towns and cities want & *
"1 Jannary's was oot the first such sttack  peeriits from ' Burma’s universities and quick victory. They cannot ‘sland a pro- °*
" - But they haven't built an wban under- - from villages that have suffered govern- tracted war with long "deprivation in the >
-groudd Lo carry out sabotage or other sc- et aasaulta - 7 S0l S jungls, Clase consciousness is ‘not strong,
~ fivites. Bo Mya, the :ut_y-yur-old Karen Still, the Karens recognize _ttu:\l.‘h‘:i ‘and democratic tradition in Burma ia weak

-6 R T SRR Mo RN T e e
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des of Insurgency in Burmn

* The tribes cant defend their villages doemn't allow them to publish Bibles or .-

The population is completely subjug:
thoroughly intimidated. And they hav
guns.” He said the guerrills war had
bazed on feelings of racial oppression.

5till, the rebels are hopeful that
pressure of the war and the failure o
economy could eventually shake up
government. In the wooden house of
Karen district governor of Mergui-Ti
& copy of an old Bangkok Post was op.
a story headlined, “Ne Win: Mistakes
been made.” The Burmese leader in
gust had called on the Centzal Comm
of his Burma Socialist Program Part
analyza the weaknesses of the povern
and party over the past 25 years a
peceasary, to propose constitutional
legialative changes.

“There ia very big poverty at this |
20 he has to change his constitution,”
Sawthauthi, 41, a civil engineer who
Karen district agricultural official “Hi
change one thing, the staie economic
tern, but we think that will not fulfil
need. He also has to finish the dvil wa

David sat on the plank steps of
Manerplaw guest house and tried to s
optimistic. “Because the country is |
economic ¢risis,” he paid, “they will
to seek peace because of internal
He saw a chanes for victory thr

~ revolt in the army, where he said unh

ness is widespread, especially among
cers who suffer on the front Hne
those with government posts got we

_ “The younger officers are better edu

and they may get organized,” he sai
the officer corps has a division that b
away to fight Ne Win and the BSPP,
then will there come the people’s suj
Then it will be like in the Philippines.
© Maybe. Maybe, a3 be said, the K
will win just for having held on. B

- pow, at Karen headquarters orin a |

village, one dp_u not smell thnry
Lucy Komisar, o New York jo

liali.u_ who specializes in foreign

- fairs, recently visited both the gowe

" ment and rebel zones of Burma.

SRS

Boalawa.

British missionaries. Foreign mis- 7
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Guerrilias

The _student-rebel link

Bor a boy of 15, Win Bo has seen much
§\~ gunfire. During last month’s bloody
coup in Burma, he was part of a crowd

of demonstrators in the city of Moulmein
when government troops began shooting.

" Unbhurt, he fled for the jungle on the Thai-

Burmese border with 62 other activists and
Buddhist monks. Along the way, they met
more soldiers, who began shooting, too; one
from their group was killed and 16 injured.
After four days of walking, Win Bo and his
fellow refugees reached the frontier out-
post of Thay Baw Bo, astronghold of ethnic-
minority rebels known as the Karens.
There he received a shirt and a packet of
laundry detergent, and entered the guer-
rilla life. "My parents don’t know I'm here,
and I don’t miss them,” said Win Bo. "I
want to stay here to learn to fight the mili-
tary government.”

For years, as many as 20 ethnic national-
ist and communist guerrilla groups have
harassed the Rangoon regime from remote,
rural enclaves; they control perhaps one
fourth of the countryside. Now thousands
of zctivists from Burma's cities are joining
them, principally in alliance with the Na-
tional Democratic Front (NDF), which
claims 35,000 guevrillas, including the Ka-
rens along the border (map). Accordingtoa
government spokesman in Rangoon, thou-
sands of students joined the insurgents
during the past month. In the Karen out-
post of Kler Day, 340 students have already
begun military training. In Thay Baw Bo,
farther north, 1,600 activists and monks
plan similar courses, and have begun con-
structing a separate camp nearby. “Many
more are going to join us,” said 23-year-old

"Winn Moe, a top-ranking leader of the All-
Burma Federation of Student Unions
(ABFSU) that spearheaded Burma’s pro-
test movement. “We plan both urban and
rural warfare. If necessary, we will resort
to assassinations.”

Warfare requires more than willpower,
though. "We will give.the students mili-
tary training, arms, ammunition and
sanctuary in {our] areas,” NDF chairman
Gen. Saw Maw Reh said recently. Yet the
students have already strained their
hosts’ resources. At Thay Baw Bo, for ex-
ample, they subsist on twice-a-day meals
that typically consist of rice, watery vege-
table soup, curry sauce and sliced banana

. with palm hearts. Top Karen leader Gen.

Bo Mya said his 7,000-member army
would help students set up an independ-
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ent camp and would provide security and
military training. However, he appealed
for international assistance, especially
weapons. “We are not rich revolutionaries
and we do not have enough {supplies] our-
seives,” said Bo Mya. Back in Rangoon,
the radicals’ urban guerrilla force is
armed with no more than a few rifles and
Chinese-made hand grenades.

There are other difficulties. Despite a
common hatred of the Rangoon regime,
frictions persist between minority-group
separatists and the students who, like Ran-
goon’s ruling elite, are ethnic Burmese.
The half dozen or so student refugee groups
also remain geographically isolated and
factionalized, unable to unite on common
policies. And their naiveté is telling: at
Kler Day, a former law student was asked
how long it would take his group to defeat
the combat-hardened, 170,000-strong Bur-
mese Army. Once armed, he said, "We can
achieve victory within a month.” Winn
Moe is more realistic about his comrades’
sophistication: "Some students just want
revenge, without thinking of politics and
policies.”

Borrowed weapons: What the students lack
in resources, they make up in enthusiasm.
At Kler Day during a recent visit, two doz-
en eager students marched about an open
courtyard to the orders of adrill instructor.
Many were barefoot or shod only in beach
sandals. Nearby, another group rolled,
crawled and assumed firing positions to
orders barked by a former Burmese Army
lance corporal who had joined the demon-
strators. Karen soldiers lent the trainees
nine M-16 rifles for practice; those without
guns clutched rough wooden planks and
pretended they were guns.

In some ways, the student influx has
invigorated the Karen movement, which
had lapsed into something of a toy-soldier
insurgency engaged as heavily in com-
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merce as in battle, Once favored by Bur
ma's colonial masters, Karens retal
anomalous Western habits that have limit
ed their income compared with less scrupu
lous rebel groups. Many Karens were con
verted to Christianity, and as a result shu
Burma's lucrative opium trade, opting in
stead to “tax” consumer goods smuggles
between Burma and Thailand. (Wester
influence shows in other ways; one office
was called “Captain Marvel” until he go
promoted. Now he’s Col. Marvel.) Since th
military takeover, Burma's insurgent
have been fighting with born-again ferves
In addition to harboring student refugee:
rebels have launched a dry-season offer
give to retaliate for the Sept. 18 coup. Nc
far from Kler Day nearly 1,000 Karen gue:
rillas are laying siege to a Burmese Arm
outpost on the Moei river. Altogether, 30
government troops and insurgents fror
various groups have died in countrywid
clashessince the takeover. Evenif Burma
student guerrillas never manage to toppl
the military regime, they've triggered
new challenge on the country’s trouble
frontiers.

MerinDa Liv on the Thai-Burmese bord,
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