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Introduction

This report has been designed to facilitate accountability in Burma, now and

in the future. It is common knowledge in the world community, and an omnipresent
fact in Burma, that the ruling junta's army, the Tatmadaw, constantly commits
acts of a cruel and -- according to international standards -- criminal nature,
against civilians. Such acts occur with particular frequency and ferocity in
contested areas where the Tatmadaw suspects rebel activity or potential support.
Those areas are often areas where the population is predominantly ethnic-minority.
The pattern of human rights abuse has been well-documented for years, by monitors
from Burma and from international organizations. This report will focus on a
particular aspect of that documentation, listing incidents of human rights

abuse with attribution of the Tatmadaw units and/or personnel reported to have
committed them. Perhaps in the future such attribution will lead to retribution,
in the form of moral censure or war-crimes tribunals; if so, it will be an
important change from the present, when Tatmadaw commanders and troops are

getting off scot-free from any punishment for their misdeeds.

The list of Incidents in this report was assembled from index cards, each
containing a sﬁmmary of what happened when a particular Tatmadaw battalion
encountered civilians it considered suspicious or inferior or simply in the way.
Some cards refer to single victims, others to large groups of entire villages.

The stack of hundreds of cards, multi-colored for sorting them by region, stands
three inches tall. Looking at it, one might wish the cards to be pinned to a wall,
to see them all at once, a democracy wall, a memorial wall. One might wish them
to be made into squares of cloth and stitched into a quilt, a memorial quilt,

a quilt to symbolically warm and remember those who have suffered so much pain

at the hands of the Tatmadaw. Instead, they have been typed into the list of

Incidents in this report.

A recent television documentary about the current genocide of the Marsh-Arabs

in southern Iraq showed a human rights office with dozens of photo books containing
page after page of victim pictures. Such a quantity of documentation exists for
Burma, too. But it is not enough to know the names, and even faces, of victims.

The identity of those who commit the acts must be known, revealed, and remembered,
as well. Sometimes, when a military force has a tight, claw-like grip on a

nation, there is talk of their being amnestied, forgiven, if they will only let go.

In some Latin American countries which have regained democracy, this has been



the case. In Brazil, where military human rights violators went untried, as

the price paid for their stepping away from pover, their names were published
in a book which was a huge national best-seller. Tt was one way to hold them
accountable, to make sure that their crimes were not forgotten, so people

would know who they were dealing with. Even during the criminal period, such
information is useful. Foreign businessmen and government representatives who
become involved with military figures in a dictatorship should know what units
they command, and what those units do in the field; and if they don't care,

the public and media may. Those proposing settlements and amnesties should

be able to tell a ruling military regime that the crimes and criminals are known,
and that the penalty for not ceding power may be an end-game more Romanian than
Czechoslovakian, a videotaped firing squad and mob warfare, rather than a
"velvet revolution."

The raw material from which this report was extracted, reams of documentation
on human rights violations in Burma during 1992 and 1993, was most impressive.
This qualitative information, based on first-person interviews with objective
questioning techniques, provides a detailed picture of what goes on in remote
and isolated areas of Burma. Compiled by groups often lacking in money,
communications equipment, and other resources, such documentation gives a voice
to those who would otherwise be kept voiceless. Various formats and structures
are used to present such research, including newsletter articles, standardized
forms, special reports, and first-person narrative accounts. For the most part
the presentation is carefully done, although one international organization
reported the same incident twice, apparently confused by variations of spelling
the victims' names. In recent years, reports have become more and more detailed,
making this report possible. Specifying Tatmadaw units/personnel has become
much more common in documentation, although it.continues to occur only in a
small percentage of the overall documentation. In many cases, the victims and
witnesses simply may not know the identity of the government soldiers involved;

and in other cases it still may be too dangerous for them to reveal it.

Much of the information in this report comes from the Karen Human Rights Group,
a relatively new organization which provides a steady flow of reports from

the Karen State and other frontier areas (including Mon and Karenni). The KHRG's
detailed, clearly presented research is the finest human rights monitoring

from Burma, and certainly on a par with that of any international human rights

organization. Operating with extremely limited funds, this organization of indigenous



activists and concerned foreign staff has mastered the science of human rights

research, and is of vital importance for Burma's people of all ethnic groups.

This report takes mainly qualitative data (people's own stories about what
happened to them) and boils it down to quantitative data (a summary of events).
Of course, it can be further processed to a list of how many acts of torture,
rape, murder, etc. occurred in given areas at particular times, under which
battalion or commander. In changing the format of information, sometimes new
insights can be gained. For instance, for a somewhat jaded reader of human rights
documentation, when a new report is received, it is the "different" types of
abuse which catch the attention: a new form of torture, perhaps; or a victim's
particularly expressive way of telling a story. But in assembling all the
information in a more quantitative format, patterns emerge. One such example is
the level of extortion of villagers by Tatmadaw units. The less blood-soaked
crimes like confiscation of livestock may go relatively unnoticed in reports;
but when looked at in the battalion listings, it becomes rather obvious that
much of the Tatmadaw has a commercial interest in plundering rural areas on a
regular, constant basis. This in turn, drains the farmers of the food and

trade sources they need for their very survival.

Other such patterns include the growth of "free-fire zones" during a period of
supposed Tatmadaw "cease-fires"; the severe vulnerability to abuse in areas

of "counterinsurgency" where there has actually been little to no rebel activity;
the destruction of the political/social/economic basis of rural society through
systematic Tatmadaw abuse; and the inevitability of famine conditions due to
crop confiscation and forced relocation. The artificial creation of starvation
conditions in Burma may soon stand alongside famine created by Stalin in the
Ukraine, Pol Pot in Cambodia, Mengistu in Ethiopia, and present conditions in
Sudan. It is quite possible that Burma's SLORC junta will soon be requesting
international relief aid for the victims of its own deliherate policies -- aid
which may end up diverted to Tatmadaw purposes, as has so often been the case

in Burma. Like the Irish Potato Famine, Burma's rural disaster may force

higher and higher levels of emigration; and in conjuction with the now rampant
AIDS epidemic, may send the demographics of Burma (not an overpopulated.. country)

plunging downward as this century ends.



This report is meant to serve as a beginning element of an accountability
data-base, so that Tatmadaw units and personnel can be monitored, the abuses
committed recorded and cross-referenced constantly. As such crimes have already
been documented in 1994, there will have to be a follow-up report to this one,
and it is obvious that computer files should be used to keep this information
in a form that can be accessed and updated. Naturally, reports and documentation
alone cannot declare an officer or other soldier guilty. The SLORC's army
must be afforded the fair trials they have denied everyone else (whether it is
a war-crimes tribunal for Division 99, held with the accused in absentia by

an indigenous peoples' group or UN body, under present conditions; or a post
liberation process). This report is only the preliminary dossier of evidence
gathered so far. It is most probable that more, rather than less, evidence

will be found in further investigations.

The title of this report comes from a November 1993 Karen Human Rights Group
report, "Incidents Reported from Karen Villages", in which a witness described
events including the rape and torture of members of the Karen Women's Organization.
The witness reported that a Sgt. Ba Kyi, of Infantry Regiment 60 was involved;
and mentioned another instance of abuse (which was not included in this report
as it did not occur in 1992-93): "Everyone in our area knows about this Sgt.

Ba Kyi. He has raped so many women that he has become notorious. The worst time
was in 1991 in ...Kyauk Kyi town. A 7 year old girl child went around selling
vegetables, and in the evening she didn't come home. Her parents went round
everywhere asking and looking for her, and eventually they found her where she'd
been raped by Ba Kyi, then just thrown into a swamp full of lilies. When they
found her she was still alive but couldn't even walk. They took her to the
hospital and she survived for a while, but later she died." In Asia the lotus is
considered a symbol of spiritual purity, a thing of beauty rising out of fetid
mud. The strength and courage of Burma's multi-ethnic people flower too, out of
years of oppression by a depraved military. By daring to tell their stories, the
victims and witnesses defy Burma's monstrous regime, they transcend the mud,

and they triumph.











































































































































































